
2. VENICE CHARTER [RE]FRAMED 1964-2024

New Heritage Challenges

27-30 May 2024 School of Arts and Humanities - University of Lisbon

The International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites,
commonly known as the VENICE CHARTER, was adopted by the ICOMOS International
Council of Monuments and Sites following the 2nd International Congress of Architects
and Technicians of Historic Monuments held in Venice from 25 to 31 May 1964. This
ground-breaking document provided fundamental principles for the conservation and
restoration of historic monuments and sites; since then, it has shaped the field of
heritage safeguarding, guiding heritage professionals, policymakers, and communities in
their efforts to protect and safeguard their cultural heritage. .

In May 2024, we will be commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Venice Charter, a
significant milestone in the history of heritage conservation. As we celebrate its
anniversary, and in the face of evolving societal, environmental, and cultural dynamics, it
becomes increasingly necessary to revisit the principles laid out by the Charter, to reflect
on its legacy, examine its relevance in relation to contemporary challenges, and envision
a path forward in light of new opportunities.

(Source: https://artisihaflul.wixsite.com/venicecharter)

For more information click here

ISCSBH Newsletter n.10 – August 2023

Dear Members of the ISC on Shared Built Heritage, Colleagues and Friends,

I hope that you are well and refreshed after the summer break, or on your way to it, which
is always good and predisposes you to take on new responsibilities.

We have a long way to go and we are confident that we will continue to pursue our
objectives in the protection and revitalisation of our common heritage.

There are several important events coming up, both at the international level and within
our scientific group. In the first case, it is relevant to consider our participation in the 21st
ICOMOS General Assembly, where our involvement will be accompanied by the
organisation of scientific seminars, in addition to the series of lectures, visits and
meetings promoted by ICOMOS, some of which in hybrid format. I would like to highlight
our own seminar on August 31st addressing the concept and the way shared built heritage
is experienced in Australia. The seminar is being prepared and coordinated by our
member Susan Stepowski (former ISCSBH VP), and the programme is detailed in this
newsletter.

Dear members take note, sign up and participate!

It is also important for us to hold new elections for the ISCSBH Bureau triennium
2024-2026 and this newsletter includes a call for nominations among the expert voting
members.

To this end, we checked the number of members and nationalities that make up our group
and we found that we have increased in number: we are now 78, between expert members,
associated and emerging professionals, which gives us a lot of confidence and desire to
continue; and we represent 26 countries , which reflects the breadth and cultural diversity

that compels us to protect common heritage shared by all, heritage we want to sustain
for the benefit of all.

Dear members, sign up and attend the big assembly in Sydney, keep an eye on the online
meetings and get involved, respond to our call for participation.

In the meantime, have a great summer holiday!

Maria José de Freitas

President ICOMOS ISCSBH

Source icomosga2023.org

REGISTER TO THE GA!

WG 01 - ISCSBH WEBINAR - TOWARDS SYDNEY 2023

On the occasion of this 2023 elective GA in Sydney, the ISCSBH is holding its (almost) 
customary webinar. Over the past three years, the SBH committee has organized three 
focused webinars on the common heritage of the country where the international Icomos
GA is held. These webinars, born during the first years of the Covid-19 pandemic, also aim
to encourage collaboration on common projects, particularly as our geographical
dispersal hampers our opportunities for physical interaction.

This year's webinar, held on June 17th, focused - of course - on Australia, with the opening
speeches by Maria José de Freitas and Romeo Carabelli introducing the audience to
shared heritage and Australia, and to the invited, Susan Jackson Stepowski and Kerime
Danis, who spoke about some of the fundamental aspects of heritage in Australia. This
webinar will be followed by a workshop to be held in Sydney on August 31st (a Zoom
connection should be possible, but more information will be provided in due course).

For more information click here

WG 03 – HABERFIELD SEMINAR - TOWARDS SYDNEY 2023

Our member Susan Jackson Stepowski prepared and organised a scientific seminar
entitled "Haberfield seminar" which will be attended by various elements of the
Aboriginal community to analyse and discuss the historical context of Haberfield,
drawing comparisons internationally and accessing the values of significance and legal
framework for the purpose of heritage protection.

The presentation will be followed by various reflections from a global perspective and
finally a guided walk around the site will provide the necessary background to the theme.

The very promising event with a field of analysis and reflection extended to all
participants - our members who participate in this ICOMOS GA 21st are already invited -
will be recorded for later dissemination.

At the end a BBQ dinner will be held in a residence in Haberfield as a sign of the warm
welcome this important heritage meeting has.

Please see the attached programme prepared by Susan Jackson Stepowski, whom we
thank very much.

To attend the Haberfield Seminar - concurrent with ICOMOS 21st General Assembly
Sydney, follow the Zoom link:

https://cnrs.zoom.us/j/99306830642?pwd=dGRIQm1xY0U4SGNvTUliL3lzM3ZBUT09

ID: 993 0683 0642

PASSWORD : 1JedEH

WG 07 - ISCSBH GENERAL ASSEMBLY & ELECTIONS TRIENNIUM 2024-2026

In compliance with the ISCSBH Bylaws, the General Assembly is scheduled for the
afternoon of September 2, between 6pm and 8pm Sydney time, at Opera House North
Function Room.

We will have a video link for online attendance (as per the information provided by Susan
Jackson Stepowski).

Note that ISCSBH has 3 specific events at ICOMOS SYDNEY GA2023

ISCSBH – ELECTIONS TRIENNIUM 2024 - 2026

1- Triennium 2024-2026

In preparation for the upcoming 2024-2026 triennium elections, the membership list was
updated, and we are pleased to note there are now 77 expert members, associated and
emerging professionals, representing 26 countries, which gives an idea of the current
ISCSBH’s heterogeneity and cultural openness.

Following the practice of the previous Bureau, we have considered to be voting members
those who (1) are the only member of their National Committee (NC) in the ISCSBH; and
(2) the member whose NC failed to respond to our request for confirmation but were
previously appointed to be voting members in the last triennium.

A) 16 National Committees responded by nominating their voting members. These
are Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Finland, France, Germany, Philippines,
Malaysia, Morocco, Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, USA.

B) There are 2 countries – Nigeria and Poland -- with only one representative, who
was therefore considered to be the voting member.

C) We did not receive confirmation from 2 countries – Spain and Russia -- and for
this purpose we consider the voting member appointed for the last election to
remain the same.

D) Indonesia has not designated its voting member and has not done so in the
past.

E) We have requested an updated ISCSBH Application Form from 2 designated
voting members whose information was incomplete, namely from Saudi Arabia and
Russia.

F) We have 2 countries with Emerging Professionals and without ICOMOS National
Committee. We will continue to count on the active collaboration of these young
people to grow our group and their participation will be considered. This is the
case of Algeria and Egypt.

After this confirmation, we obtained a total of 24 Voting Members, and we consider the
electoral process open for the period of 15 days between 3 and 18 August this year.

2- Electoral Process

The electoral process follows the stipulations of our Bylaws, namely Point 5 and Point 6
(please see the note below).

3- Current Bureau

After 3 years of laying the foundations for their proposed agenda, both Maria José de
Freitas and Romeo Carabelli – respectively, current President and Vice President, are
hereby expressing their desire to continue in the Bureau for the next triennium 2024-2026.
The positions of Vice President and Secretary General remain to be filled and a call for
candidates is being open.

Alternatively, any expert voting member who wishes to submit his/her application as a
member of the Bureau for the next triennium in the position of President, Vice-President
and Secretary General is welcome to submit its candidacy and agenda.

4- Email for candidacy

We therefore request the voting expert members to express their will and announce their
candidacy between 3 and 18 August 2023, by emailing the ISCSBH Board at:
sharedbuiltheritage.icomos@gmail.com

5- Election

The election will take place at the General Assembly to be held in Sydney on 2 September
2023, in person or by online voting, and may include the participation of an ICLAFI
member for supervision.

The new representative for the Emerging Professionals in the triennium 2024-2026 is
Mohamed W. Fareed, from Egypt and registered as Independent.

Note: For more information related to Point 5 and Point 6 click here

WG 08 - ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

1. ICOMOS Germany

ICOMOS Germany announces a conference centred on the theme of our ISCSBH.

Attached you will find the papers and the link (ICOMOS Germany)

https://www.icomos.de/index.php?lang=Englisch&contentid=141&navid=200

Conference:

Monuments and Sites de-colonial! Methods and Strategies of Dealing with the
Architectural Heritage of the German Colonial Era

(Munich/Germany, 3-4 November 2023)

The closing date for applications is August 10th.

Call for paper:

Proposals with the title of the paper and an abstract of 200 words maximum, a short CV
and the affiliation of the speaker(s), as well as any queries regarding the content of the
symposium, are requested by 10 August 2023 to icomos@icomos.de

(Source: www.icomos.de)

WG 10 - EMERGING PROFESSIONALS

In this newsletter we spotlight the participation of our outgoing Emerging Professional
rep for ISCSBH, Mariana P. L. Pereira, at the ICOMOS Europe Group Meeting, which took
place in Estonia from 18-22 June. Alongside the ICOMOS meetings, a public seminar
was organized on ‘Challenges of 20th Century Heritage’, which included several study
tours and much debate about dissonant heritage, urban heritage, and war graves and
symbols of occupation. Participation at the meeting was made possible with funding
from the ‘Culture Moves Europe’ mobility grant, provided by the European Union and the
Goethe-Institute. We hope future ISCSBH reps will continue engaging in regional and
international conversations on shared heritage!

Photo description: (left hand side) Emerging Professionals Bjarki Þór Wíum Sveinsson
(ICOMOS Iceland), Arnisa Kryeziu (Kosovo), Sinéad Scullion (ICOMOS Ireland), Anja
Vintar (ICOMOS Slovenia) and Mariana Pinto Leitão Pereira (ICOMOS Portugal); as well
as (right hand side) Ani Hovhannisyan (ICOMOS Armenia), Laure Marique (ICOMOS
Belgique Wallonie-Bruxelles) and Brandi Hall-Crossgrove (ICOMOS United Kingdom).





WG 07 - ISCSBH GENERAL ASSEMBLY & ELECTIONS TRIENNIUM 2024-2026 


International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage 


ISCSBH – GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


In compliance with the ISCSBH Bylaws, the General Assembly is scheduled for the afternoon 


of September 2, between 6pm and 8pm Sydney time, at Opera House North Function Room. 


We will have a video link for online attendance (as per the information provided by Susan Jackson 


Stepowski). 


Note that ISCSBH has 3 specific events at ICOMOS SYDNEY GA2023 


Date/day time venue activity video link 


31st August 
Thursday 


0900-1700 Haberfield 
Library 


Seminar yes 


2 Septembers 
Saturday 


1800-2000  Opera 
House 
North 
Function 
Room 


ISCs meetings 
SBH annual General 
Meeting 


yes 


5 September 
Tuesday 


1900-2030 Convention 
Centre 
foyer 


ISCs Forum 
i.e. individual ISC
information desks
(desk chair & light
snacks provided)


no  


ISCSBH – ELECTIONS TRIENNIUM 2024 - 2026 


1- Triennium 2024-2026


I In preparation for the upcoming 2024-2026 triennium elections, the membership list was 
updated, and we are pleased to note there are now 77 expert members, associated and 
emerging professionals, representing 26 countries, which gives an idea of the current ISCSBH’s 
heterogeneity and cultural openness.


Following the practice of the previous Bureau, we have considered to be voting members 
those who (1) are the only member of their National Committee (NC) in the ISCSBH; and (2) 
the member whose NC failed to respond to our request for confirmation but were previously 
appointed to be voting members in the last triennium.







A) 16 National Committees responded by nominating their voting members. These are 


Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Finland, France, Germany, Philippines, Malaysia, 


Morocco, Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, USA. 


B) There are 2 countries – Nigeria and Poland -- with only one representative, who was 


therefore considered to be the voting member.  


C) We did not receive confirmation from 2 countries – Spain and Russia -- and for this 


purpose we consider the voting member appointed for the last election to remain the 


same.  


D) Indonesia has not designated its voting member and has not done so in the past. 


E) We have requested an updated ISCSBH Application Form from 2 designated voting 


members whose information was incomplete, namely from Saudi Arabia and Russia.  


F) We have 2 countries with Emerging Professionals and without ICOMOS National 


Committee. We will continue to count on the active collaboration of these young people 


to grow our group and their participation will be considered. This is the case of Algeria 


and Egypt. 


 


After this confirmation, we obtained a total of 24 Voting Members, and we consider the 


electoral process open for the period of 15 days between 3 and 18 August this year. 


 


2- Electoral Process  


The electoral process follows the stipulations of our Bylaws, namely Point 5 and Point 6 (please 


see the note below). 


 


3- Current Bureau 


After 3 years of laying the foundations for their proposed agenda, both Maria José de Freitas 


and Romeo Carabelli – respectively, current President and Vice President, are hereby 


expressing their desire to continue in the Bureau for the next triennium 2024-2026. The 


positions of Vice President and Secretary General remain to be filled and a call for candidates 


is being open.  


Alternatively, any expert voting member who wishes to submit his/her application as a 


member of the Bureau for the next triennium in the position of President, Vice-President and 


Secretary General is welcome to submit its candidacy and agenda.  


 


4- Email for candidacy 


We therefore request the voting expert members to express their will and announce their 


candidacy between 3 and 18 August 2023, by emailing the ISCSBH Board at: 


sharedbuiltheritage.icomos@gmail.com 


 


5- Election 







The election will take place at the General Assembly to be held in Sydney on 2 September 


2023, in person or by online voting, and may include the participation of an ICLAFI member 


for supervision. 


 


The new representative for the Emerging Professionals in the triennium 2024-2026 is 


Mohamed W. Fareed, from Egypt and registered as Independent.  


 


2- Electoral Process  


The electoral process follows the stipulations of our Bylaws, namely Point 5 and Point 6: 


 


Point 5) Membership  


            5.8 The rights and Duties of Members shall be as follows: 


(1) Expert Members 


a) ICOMOS Members experienced and engaged in the areas relevant to the objectives of the 


Committee may apply for Expert Membership, either upon personal application or by proposal 


of the National Committee to which they belong. 


b) Expert Members shall be accepted based on their individual profile, in particular their 


knowledge of and / or associations with Shared Built Heritage; all Expert Members must be 


individual members of ICOMOS and may remain members so long as they are ICOMOS members 


and meet the International Scientific Committee's (ISC) criteria for participation. 


c) Expert Members have the right to participate in any aspect of the work of the Committee. 


d) Each National Committee should designate one Expert Member as voting member. An 


Institutional Member representative cannot be a voting member. 


e) Only the individual Expert Members designated by National Committees as voting members 


may vote at elections of the Committee's Bureau or concerning the amendment of its By-Laws. 


f) When voting on any issues and decisions, other than the election of the Bureau or amendment 


of the Committee's By-Laws, all Expert Members, shall have a vote. 


 


Point 6) The Bureau 


          1) The Bureau shall be elected by the Expert Members with voting rights and shall comprise a 


President, two Vice Presidents, a Secretary, and, if necessary, a Treasurer. Only Expert Members 


can be elected to the Bureau.  


           2) Members of the Bureau should represent different countries and wherever possible at least 


three geographic regions.  


           3) The role and responsibilities of each Bureau member will be specified and agreed upon by the 


Bureau, which shall lead and guide the work of ISCSBH, ensure good governance, represent 


ISCSBH within ICOMOS and outside, while acting in the best interests of and maintaining regular 


contact with its membership.  


          4) The term of office for the Bureau shall be three years and members shall be eligible for re-


election for a maximum of three complete terms.  


          5) The Bureau shall be elected at the end of each three-years mandate. Prior elections can be 


undertaken in cases of resignation.  







          6) Elections shall be conducted by Expert Members, appointed by their National Committees as 


voting members, through secret ballot, at an annual meeting with provision for proxies, or by 


postal and electronic means. If an election is held by postal and/or electronic means, votes 


should be collected by an independent third party agreed upon by all candidates. If no 


agreement on an independent third party can be reached, the officers of the ICOMOS Scientific 


Council shall be asked to collect the votes. Elections for officers shall be verifiable.  


          7) In the case of absence of nomination for Bureau, at least three Expert Members appointed by 


their National Committees as voting members, shall meet in closed session, either in presence 


or via electronic conferencing, to encourage the nomination of candidates. Such meetings shall 


be repeated every 10 days until nominations have been declared for each Bureau position.  


 








 


International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage 


       
            ISCSBH – GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


 


WG 08 – ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 


1. ICOMOS Germany 


ICOMOS Germany announces a conference centred on the theme of our ISCSBH. 
Attached you will find the papers and the link (ICOMOS Germany) 
https://www.icomos.de/index.php?lang=Englisch&contentid=141&navid=200 
 
Conference:  
Monuments and Sites de-colonial! Methods and Strategies of Dealing with the 
Architectural Heritage of the German Colonial Era 


(Munich/Germany, 3-4 November 2023) 


The closing date for applications is August 10th. 


Call for paper:  
Proposals with the title of the paper and an abstract of 200 words maximum, a short 
CV and the affiliation of the speaker(s), as well as any queries regarding the content 
of the symposium, are requested by 10 August 2023 to icomos@icomos.de 
 


 


          (Source: www.icomos.de) 


 



https://www.icomos.de/index.php?lang=Englisch&contentid=141&navid=200

mailto:icomos@icomos.de

http://www.icomos.de/





2. VENICE CHARTER [RE]FRAMED 1964-2024 


New Heritage Challenges 


27-30 May 2024 School of Arts and Humanities - University of Lisbon 


 


The International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites, 


commonly known as the VENICE CHARTER, was adopted by the ICOMOS International 


Council of Monuments and Sites following the 2nd International Congress of Architects and 


Technicians of Historic Monuments held in Venice from 25 to 31 May 1964. This ground-


breaking document provided fundamental principles for the conservation and restoration 


of historic monuments and sites; since then, it has shaped the field of heritage safeguarding, 


guiding heritage professionals, policymakers, and communities in their efforts to protect 


and safeguard their cultural heritage. . 


 


In May 2024, we will be commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Venice Charter, a 


significant milestone in the history of heritage conservation. As we celebrate its anniversary, 


and in the face of evolving societal, environmental, and cultural dynamics, it becomes 


increasingly necessary to revisit the principles laid out by the Charter, to reflect on its legacy, 


examine its relevance in relation to contemporary challenges, and envision a path forward 


in light of new opportunities. 


 







 
                 (Source: https://artisihaflul.wixsite.com/venicecharter) 
 


The international conference ‘Venice Charter [Re]Framed: New Heritage Challenges’ aims to 


revisit the charter by critically examining its principles and exploring new challenges that have 


emerged in the heritage field  in the 20th century and into the 21st century. Our aim is to 


engage in interdisciplinary discussions, exchange knowledge, and propose innovative 


approaches to address the complexities of heritage conservation, bringing together a diverse 


community of scholars, researchers, practitioners, and policymakers who are actively 


engaged in the preservation and management of cultural heritage. Through collaborative 


discussions, we seek to explore the emerging issues and pressing concerns that confront us 


in our collective efforts to safeguard our rich heritage. This conference wishes to provide a 


platform for critical dialogue, intellectual exchange, and innovative thinking. 


We encourage scholars, researchers, professionals, and policymakers to join us in this 


enriching and thought-provoking conference, exploring the intersections of heritage, society, 


inclusivity, resilience and sustainability, as we navigate the new heritage challenges of our 


time. 


Proposals for communications should contain the following information: 







Name of the Author(s), Affiliation, E-mail, Thematic line addressed by the proposal [by order 


of relevance], Title [160 characters], Abstract [maximum 300 words], 3-5 keywords, Short 


biography of each author [maximum 150 words]. 


All the proposals will be selected by the Scientific Committee, based on the merit and balance 


of the event programme according to the following criteria: relevance, innovation, scientific 


quality, and organisation of sessions. 


The language will be English, potentiating both the constructive communication between 


participants and the international dissemination. 


Proposals must be submitted until 30 September 2023 to the following email contacts: 


congress.artis@letras.ulisboa.pt || claramourasoares@letras.ulisboa.pt  


A selection of essays chosen by the Scientific Committee will be published in an international 


journal indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. The other papers will be published in a book 


with double blind peer-revision and with DOI. 


 


MAJOR THEMATIC HEADLINES  


1 | Authenticity and integrity 


Preserving heritage authenticity and/or integrity carries significant challenges in the face of 


evolving societal, cultural, and economic dynamics. It requires a delicate balance between 


conservation and necessary interventions to ensure longevity and integrity. However, 


boundaries between the definitions of conservation, maintenance, repairing, restoration, 


rehabilitation, or reconstruction are diffused, especially when comparing different cultures’ 


values. Striking the right balance between these approaches remains thus a critical challenge, 


requiring innovative strategies, education, training and capacity building, interdisciplinary 


collaborations, engagement with local communities, and a deep understanding of heritage’s 


cultural significance and values. 


 


2 | Sustainable conservation and management 







The sustainable heritage conservation and management presents multifaceted challenges, 


requiring subtle compromises that must take into careful consideration numerous factors. 


The (re)functionalization (or adaptive reuse) respecting actual requirements, in terms of 


stability, thermal and acoustic comfort, energy and water efficiency, sustainable materials, 


recycling and waste sorting, circularity and durability of interventions, require 


multidisciplinary approaches and innovation. The management of cultural heritage, in the 


context of mass tourism, urbanization and globalization, issues that impact hardly the cultural 


heritage, request ethical considerations, community active engagement, empowerment in 


decision-making processes, holistic approaches for a long-term vision and, above all, a large 


and pragmatic education and awareness-raising strategy. 


 


3 | Identity and transculturality 


Heritage is often imbued with layered meanings and multiple narratives that reflect diverse 


cultural influences and historical complexities. Globalization, migration, and cultural 


exchange have created minority hybrid cultures that involve a permanent negotiation 


concerning the notions of identity, inclusivity, cultural representation, accommodation, and 


diversity. Transcultural heritages are unique forms of cross-cultural interaction that require 


sensitivity and open dialogue. However, when referring to contested minorities’ heritage, it 


is crucial to acknowledge the complexity of their identity narratives, especially when 


confronted by hegemonic discourses. 


 


4 | Climate change 


Rising temperatures, extreme weather events, sea-level rise, and other climaterelated 


impacts threaten the integrity of heritage sites worldwide, destroying or degrading historic 


structures, cultural landscapes, living traditions, and biodiversity, among others. Climate 


change poses significant challenges to the preservation and sustainability of cultural heritage, 


which demands the development of innovative techniques for monitoring and protecting 


heritage sites, making them resilient. 


Mitigating the impacts of climate change on heritage requires a multifaceted approach that 


includes robust risk assessment, climate adaptation strategies, integration of sustainable 


practices, and the engage local communities. 







5 | Digital technologies 


Digital technologies have brought exciting opportunities and unique challenges, offering 


innovative tools for documenting, conserving, interpreting, and disseminating cultural 


heritage. While digital technologies provide immersive virtual experiences, there is a risk of 


reducing heritage to a mere digital representation, diluting the tangible and sensory aspects 


that make it unique. The digitization of heritage materials also raises questions about the 


authenticity and integrity of digital representations compared to physical artifacts or sites. It 


is essential to adopt best practices, standards, and ethical guidelines for digital projects, 


engage in interdisciplinary collaborations, and ensure the inclusivity and accessibility of digital 


heritage resources. 


 


6 | Other heritage(s) 


The emergence of new kinds of heritage presents unique challenges that require thoughtful 


consideration. While traditional notions of heritage often focus on historic buildings, 


archaeological sites, and tangible artifacts, new concepts of heritage have expanded to 


encompass intangible and living forms of cultural expression (cultural practices, oral 


traditions, performing arts, digital creations, and even contemporary cultural phenomena). A 


major challenge is, therefore, defining the boundaries and criteria for recognizing and 


safeguarding these new forms of heritage, since intangible heritage is fluid, evolving, and 


deeply intertwined with communities and social practices. Additionally, these new forms of 


heritage defy conventional notions of permanence and materiality, demanding thus new 


strategies for interpretation. And also some new challenges such as heritage decolonisation, 


degendering, artefacts returning, etc. 


 


International Conference The Venice Charter [Re]Framed: New Heritage Challenges 


ARTIS - Institute of Art History, School of Arts and Humanities, University of Lisbon 


Alameda da Universidade, 1600-214 Lisbon - Portugal | https:// artisihaflul.wixsite.com/venicecharter 


Tel.: (+351) 217920000 


Fax: (+351) 217960063 


Email: congress.artis@fl.ul.pt 


 


 



mailto:congress.artis@fl.ul.pt






 


International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage 


       
            ISCSBH - WEBINAR SERIES 
 


WS #01 ISCSBH WEBINAR - TOWARDS SYDNEY 2023 


 


On the occasion of this 2023 elective GA in Sydney, the ISCSBH is holding its (almost) customary 


webinar. Over the past three years, the SBH committee has organized three focused webinars on the 


common heritage of the country where the international Icomos GA is held. These webinars, born 


during the first years of the Covid-19 pandemic, also aim to encourage collaboration on common 


projects, particularly as our geographical dispersal hampers our opportunities for physical interaction. 


This year's webinar, held on June 17th, focused - of course - on Australia, with the opening speeches by 


Maria José de Freitas and Romeo Carabelli introducing the audience to shared heritage and Australia, 


and to the invited, Susan Jackson Stepowski and Kerime Danis, who spoke about some of the 


fundamental aspects of heritage in Australia. This webinar will be followed by a workshop to be held 


in Sydney on August 31st (a Zoom connection should be possible, but more information will be provided 


in due course). 


 


 


  


 


President Maria José de Freitas opened the session by explaining the aims of this 3rd ISCSBH webinar, 


recalling the words of Laurajane Smith, “Heritage wasn’t only about the past – though it was that too 







– it also wasn’t just about material things – though it was that as well – heritage was a process of 


engagement, an act of communication and an act of meaning in and for the present”.  


She continued by recalling the committee's previous webinars: the first one was dedicated to the 


evolution of the notion of ‘shared’, which drove but was also shaped by  the activities and positioning 


of the SBH committee itself. The webinar was made possible with presentations by the previous 


chairpersons and members of the committee bureau. The second webinar initiated the tradition of 


discussing shared built heritage issues of the country where the annual ICOMOS GA is held. In 


Thailand’s 2022 AGA, the webinar  “Shared Built Heritage in Modern Siam” addressed the various  


cultural exchanges that have shaped  the ingdom of Siam, and explored  the contemporary  heritage 


preservation efforts and practices. A workshop followed the second webinar, and was held in Bangkok 


on November the 3rd. 


 


Recordings of these two webinars are available on our Youtube channel --  


https://www.youtube.com/@iscsbhicomos – and we are working to make the third webinar available 


soon!   


The president’s speech was followed by Romeo Carabelli's intervention, in which he appealed for 


deeper knowledge of the Australian heritage scene. Given Australia’s perceived geographical 


remoteness, widespread knowledge about the continent is strongly stereotyped and much linked to 


particular moments of recent national history, such as Bruce Chatwin's famous book The Songlines 


(1987), or the Australia II, the first non-US sailing boat to win the Cup of America in 1983 (the boat was 


acquired by the federal cabinet the following year as part of the National Museum of Australia's 


collection https://museum.wa.gov.au/research/collections/australia-ii/marine-history-


introduction/australia-ii).  


Using the case study of the ‘Fondation Cartier pour l'art contemporain’ exhibition (Cartier Foundation 


for the Contemporary Art), Romeo introduced the audience to the rich and complex character of 


‘shared heritage’ in Australia. The exhibition was the first in Europe to showcase a retrospective of the 


work by painter Sally Gabori (Mirdindingkingathi Juwarnda Sally Gabori) and was shown in 2022 at the 


Cartier Foundation’s headquarters in Paris, and in 2023 at the Milan Triennale 


(https://www.sallygabori-fondationcartier.com/). Thi. The painter has a very special history rooted in 


the relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the descendants of white western communities. 


The two exhibitions (Paris and Milan) and the dedicated web pages present a 'founding' disclaimer: 


“The Fondation Cartier pour l’art contemporain wishes to advise the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 


Islander communities that this site contains images and names of deceased Aboriginal people.  


All images on this site are the property of the Estate of Sally Gabori and the Kaiadilt community. Any 


use without their permission is prohibited (but the use of the images for cultural purpose, like our one, 


is clearly authorized)”. 



https://www.youtube.com/@iscsbhicomos

https://museum.wa.gov.au/research/collections/australia-ii/marine-history-introduction/australia-ii

https://museum.wa.gov.au/research/collections/australia-ii/marine-history-introduction/australia-ii

https://www.sallygabori-fondationcartier.com/





Making explicit the relationship to Australia’s heritage was a crucial acknowledgement, but also one 


very different from the reality found in many countries, specifically in the so-called Western culture. 


Such a text is rarely displayed at art exhibitions and is not even seen in the national pavilions of major 


international exhibitions, such as the Venice Art or Architecture Biennale (including in the large 


Australian pavilion, showing that this is a matter of indigenous heritage and not a federal regulation). 


 


Sally Gabori’s works refer to a mixture of abstract aesthetics and geo-localized symbolism. On the 


guided tours to both exhibitions, the difficulty of European cultural structures to approach Australian 


heritage issues was revealed. The guides did indeed talk about integration (of the Aborigines to today's 


Australia, driven by immigrant populations), the specificity of the connection to homelands and about 


ways of representing territories. No reference, however, is made about the aesthetic point of view, 


even if, in the official catalogue, one over four texts was about it.  


As Romeo concluded, in dealing with Australia, the “usual” system of sharing heritage is absolutely 


challenged.  


After these two short interventions, Australian experts Susan Jackson Stepowski and Kerime Danis 


took the floor. 


Susan Jackson-Stepowski (former Vice President of ISCSBH), used  the unequivocal title 'Share Built 


Heritage in Australia: a brief geo-historical introduction'  to question the deep-rooted and diverse 


characteristics still shaping the continent. Susan refered back to a series of lectures given by Noel 


Pearson from which a more than brilliant quote is drawn that points to Australia as a place 


characterized by at least 3 fundamental layers: Indigenous foundations, British institutions, multi-


cultural migrations. 


This was followed by a presentation of the numerous Aboriginal territories that cover and divide the 


continent. While Aboriginal peoples have been present since the dawn of time, in the general world 


culture these lands continue to fall under the Latin terminology Terra Australis. Initially referred to as  


terra incognita, this space of the imagination was later described by direct observations, initially from 


fishermen and traders from the Malaccans' and the Indonesian archipelago, then by European sailors 


starting from the early 17th century. 


The great historic events at the turn of the 18th and early 19th century (American independence, French 


revolution and Napoleonic wars) had a formidable impact on the continent, where in 1770 Captain 


Cook sailed along the east coast (and called it New South Wales). The 19th century saw colonial 


expansion driven by the discovery of gold and the subsequent goldrush was connected to a very strong 


immigration (about 430,000 westerners in 1851 and about 1.2 million ten years later). 


From this direct colonial period emerge elements of Western heritage, including some with Georgian 


influences, and others of non-British origins, including from Silesian religious refugees from Prussia 


(now Poland). 







The colonies of Australia were bound in Federation in 1901, with a population of about 3.77 million 


non-indigenous residents, 22.6% born outside Australia, mostly in the UK and Ireland, followed by the 


Germanic minority. With this general overview, Susan described the three fundamental layers 


composing Australia (the aforementioned: Indigenous foundations, British institutions, multi-cultural 


migrations). 


 


The final speaker was Kerime Danis (Director - City Plan Heritage), who gave "An Overview of Heritage 


Conservation Practice in Australia". Australian practice, of course, refers to a wide range of   diverse, 


natural and anthropic heritage cases, from the symbolic Sydney Opera House to lesser-known sites in 


State and Local lists. 


 


In practice, there are three broad levels of protection and Key Statutory Bodies. At the local level (Local 


Governments), there is a Local Heritage List (1979), then at the state level there is a State Heritage 


Register (1977 for NSW) and finally at the national level, the Australian Heritage Council (Environment 


Protection and Biodiversity Conservation act, 1999 and National Heritage List). Kerime proceeded to 


present the administrative structure that deals with heritage protection in NSW (the state where 


Sydney is located) and the documents that support professional practice. 


 


Inside the world of heritage practices, the Burra Charter plays a crucial role. It is the Australia ICOMOS 


Charter for Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (Three versions: 1979, 1999 and 2013). The 


Burra Charter induces a Values-Based Conservation Approach, with the acknowledgement that these 


values may change in the future. The presentation concluded by showing some exemplary case studies 


from NSW. 







Two next steps are forecast from now: uploading the recording of the third webinar to our Youtube 


channel and the workshop to be held in Sydney on August 31st. 





