
ISCSBH Newsletter n.2 (2024-2026) – April 2024

Maria José de Freitas 

President ICOMOS ISCSBH

INTERNATIONAL ICOMOS DAY – 18 April 2024

"Disasters and Conflicts trough the lens of the Venice Charter"

The International Day of Monuments and Sites is celebrated on 18 April, this year 
under the theme "Disasters and Conflicts through the lens of the Venice Charter", and 
it must be said that this is also the year of the commemoration of the 60th anniversary 
of the existence of this pioneering Charter, to be celebrated in May 2024.

Usually known as the Venice Charter the International Charter for the Conservation 
and Restoration of Monuments and Sites, was adopted by ICOMOS following the 
Second International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historica 
Monuments, held in Venice from 25 to 31 May 1964, which among others things 
approved the following text, and I quote: "The conservation and restoration of 
monuments requires the collaboration of all sciences and techniques that can 
contribute to the study and safeguarding of monumental heritage" 

In fact, the Venice Charter has been an important instrument for the conservation and 
restoration of monuments, especially in the case of endangered heritage, this 
attention is all the more demanding because, in addition to the physical component of 
destruction, we must also consider the spiritual component due to the annihilation, 
defeat or disappearance of the values in question. 

In some parts of the world, we are unfortunately in danger of becoming a generation 
that lives on the memory of the past, because in the present the heritage has already 
been destroyed. 

That's why reconstruction is important, that's why everything must be done to ensure 
that new technologies can help in restoration, where possible. It is currently crucial to 
revisit in an interdisciplinary way, the concepts that led to the drafting of the Venice 
Charter and to see their relevance in the face of current circumstances in which 
communities can play a more important role in safeguarding heritage in the light of 
broader concepts that articulate territorial transformations and heritage values.

This is the discussion that is emerging around the world as part of a new framework 
for the Venice Charter, alongside what is being done in several countries, such as 
Portugal with the conference entitled "Venice Chart Reframed 1954-2024, New 
Heritage Challenges" to be held in May, or in Sweden in a conference to be held in 
June, which makes us think of the SDGs of the World Heritage Convention, namely 
Sustainable Development Goals linking cultural and natural heritage, making cities 
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

Let's work towards this and join forces to ensure that there is peace, harmony, 
resilience and a future for heritage in which communities feel integrated in a more 
holistic vision of heritage and its reinterpretation.

This second number of our newsletter is to announce ICOMOS Day and to provide you 
with more information, including links to some of the conferences taking place around 
the world or yet to come, because time is short and our participation is necessary.

As our work within the ISCSBH for heritage conservation continues, we are also 
announcing our next webinar, which will take place on 24 May this year, and I'm 
attaching some clarifying information so that you can be motivated to take part.

I wish you all a happy and rewarding ICOMOS Celebration Day.

Yours truly

(Source ICOMOS International www.icomos.org)

International events related to ICOMOS DAY(S)

France - April 18, 6:00PM ET

Wuhan - April 18, 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM (Beijing time)

Portugal April 18, 2:30PM (GMT+1)
Follow the link
https://sigarra.up.pt/faup/pt/noticias_geral.ver_noticia?P_NR=82062

Thursday, April 18  12:00 noon ET | 16:00 UTC  Webinar

Sweden - June 11 (Time TBC)

WG01- ISCSBH Concept

The ISCSBH continues its proposal of webinars related to the theme of Shared Built 
Heritage around the world; after Thailand and Australia in the last years, on 24 
May 2024, the ICOMOS National Committee of Philippines and the Philippines’ 
members of ISCSBH will present the heritage that they share with the world. 

Malaysia - April 27, 8:00AM – 5:00PM (Malaysia time)

Portugal - May 27- 30 (Time TBC)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYBwhqB0FNc
https://worldheritageusa.org/webinars/
https://usicomos.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/usicomos/eventRegistration.jsp?event=129&
https://worldheritageusa.org/webinars/
https://usicomos.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/usicomos/eventRegistration.jsp?event=129&
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYBwhqB0FNc



