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Dear members and friends

We're in the midst of summer and recharging our batteries for the year ahead, full of
challenges and opportunities...

At the ISCSBH we are carefully preparing the steps to be taken, in particular those
related to the forthcoming ICOMOS General Assembly in the city of Ouro Preto in
Brazil. For most of you, it will certainly be a wonderful opportunity to get to know this
magnificent country, which has a clear cultural mix that is visible in many places, with
the city of Ouro Preto being a beautiful example that deserves an in-depth visit.

This is what we propose to do in parallel with the ICOMOS AGA 2024, as is usual at
this time.

Our Brazilian colleagues have prepared a detailed programme, which we are
presenting here and in which we invite you to participate, and | would like to thank
Barbara Almeida for the care she has taken to present this interesting
programme, which will allow us to see the growth of the city through the different
nuclei that make it up and that are a lever for the city's development, a
demonstration of cultural coexistence over the centuries.

The visit will be accompanied by workshops with local architects, urban planners and
history experts, among others. The concept of Shared Heritage will be discussed and
deepened through face-to-face and online sessions. Thanks to Yussef Campos for
introducing us to the local monitoring team.

In Ouro Preto we will also hold our Annual General Meeting, where we will analyse the
work done so far and plan our activities for 2025.

In this newsletter we report on the webinar recently held in the Philippines, in
collaboration with local colleagues, whom | thank for their commitment and
availability. Links to visualise the event are provided here. John Ward adds a
description that captures the essence of the topics covered, the common thread being
shared legacies.

In the group of emerging professionals, Gofrane Bioud brings us an article on "Shared
built Heritage in Algeria”, celebrating the cultural amalgam of styles and influences.
And so we continue to share the work we do, counting on your contributions. Come
and join us.

Happy holidays and good readings!

Yours truly

Maria José de Freitas

President ICOMOS ISCSBH

WGO01- ISCSBH Concept

The ISCSBH continues its proposal of webinars related to the theme of Shared Built
Heritage around the world; after Thailand and Australia in the last years, on 25 May
2024, the ICOMOS National Committee of Philippines and the Philippines’ members
together with ISCSBH organised a new conference online.

Presentation Title: “Unboxing Philippine Architecture’s Multiple Links”- An
Introduction to the Shared Built Heritage of the Philippines.

Presented by: ICOMOS Philippines in cooperation with ISCSBH.
Date/Time: 25 May, 2024
Key speakers:
-Dr. Maria José de Freitas, architect, ICOMOS ISCSBH President
-Dr. Fernando Zialcita, architect, ICOMOS Philippines

-Paulo Alcazaren, landscape architect and environmental planner, ICOMOS Philippines
-Michael Manalo, architect, ICOMOS Philippines

You can also follow the links :
https://www.youtube.com/live/onHos8SSJc8?si=_DCkmnIEIhRD1Uca
https://lwww.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=3644295882453801

For more information click here

WG03- STUDY TOUR - OURO PRETO, ICOMOS AGA BRAZIL 2024

With the aim of organising a study tour of the city of Ouro Preto that would allow us to
contextualise its existence and learn more about its evolution and rich heritage it
contains, we have been working with some local colleagues, including Barbara
Almeida and Yussef Campos, who have been diligently organising a scientific
tour with workshops and visits that will allow us to visualise and understand the city.

| quote their message:

The primary objective of the proposed tour is to present ICOMOS members with a city
seldom shown to tourists visiting Ouro Preto. It is crucial for the group to understand
aspects beyond the uniformity of the UNESCO-protected complex. We believe that the
concept of “Shared Heritage” can be more profoundly experienced by learning the
history, hearing about the residents' sense of belonging, and observing the urban
form, which reflects the different phases of territorial occupation.

The 7-hour tour will take place on 12 November, depending on the ICOMOS AGA 2024
schedule, and will include a workshop that we will try to run in person and online.

At the end of the same day, the ISCSBH Annual Meeting will be held, in person and
online.

Further details will be provided in due course.

For more information click here

If you would like to take part, please reply to one of the emails below:
mjf@aetecnet.com

romeo.carabelli@gmail.com
barbara.hac@gmail.com

WG06- ISCSBH Website

Our website is being periodically updated by our colleague Mohamed Fareed. Please
check it out at https://sbh.icomos.org

Make suggestions and get involved.

WGO07- ISCSBH Annual Meeting 2024

As mentioned in the description of the study tour in Ouro Preto, we are trying to hold
our ISCSBH Annual Meeting on the same day 12 November - and at the same place
as the workshop, as it is easier to find premises for this purpose and thus to hold the
meeting in person and online.

More information will be forthcoming.

WGO08 - ACTIVITIES&EVENTS
ICOMOS AGA 2024 - OURO PRETO, BRAZIL

As you already know, the next ICOMOS Annual General Assembly, Advisory Committee
ans Scientific Symposium will take place in the Brazilian city of Ouro Preto between 10
and 17 November 2024, on the theme of "Revisiting the Venice Charter: Critical
Perspectives and Contemporary Challenges".

The Advisory Committee meetings will take place on 11 and 12 November and the
Scientific Symposium between 13 and 15 November.

Please see the link
https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/governance/general-information-about-the-
general-assembly/annual-general-assembly-2024/137 37 2-save-the-date-discover-the-
program-of-the-2024-icomos-statutory-hybrid-meetings-in-brazil

and the preliminary program

Source: ICOMOS website 2024
ISCSBH PARTICIPATION

Selected papers

It is my pleasure to inform you that several colleagues have submitted papers which
have been accepted and will be presented during the various sessions in Ouro Preto.
Among them is a paper by Romeo Carabelli, our Vice-President, the abstract of which
entitled “Enriching the Venice Charter with a de-colonial reinterpretation”, | enclose
below.

We are waiting for more papers from other colleagues that we know have been
accepted, and here's a call for them to be published.

Book Launch

There will also be a presentation of a book on Portuguese cultural heritage entitled
"Patrimonios Culturais em lugares de lingua portuguesa” (Cultural Heritage in
Portuguese-Speaking Places), in which | had the honour of participating.

The book was coordinated by our member Professor Yussef Campos, whom | would
like to thank.

For more information click here

WG10- EMERGING PROFESSIONALS

Our emerging professionals continue to surprise and delight us by publicising the work
and research they are involved in.

Here we publish another work by our member Ghofrane Bioud, entitled Shared Built
Heritage in Algeria, celebrating as Ghofrane says “...its unique amalgamation of styles
and influences”.

Thank you, Ghofrane, and thank you also to Mohamed Fareed, the ISCSBH
representative of the EP group.

- Shared Built Heritage in Algeria
Ghofrane Bioud

- Introduction

Cities are dynamic entities, constantly evolving through the interactions of diverse
civilizations that have shaped their narratives. Algeria mirrors this ever-changing urban
landscape, presenting itself as a veritable urban palimpsest, the different layers of
which preserve the vestiges of the constructions of each era. As a cradle of ancient
civilizations, Algeria unveils an unparalleled richness and cultural diversity. From the
labyrinthine alleys of Algiers' medina to the majestic remnants of Timgad, every stone
carries with it a captivating tale.

Figure 1. Algeria's world heritage site a) Kasbah of Algiers(photographer: Serge
Maini,Copyright:CRA-terre) ; b)AS of Djemila(photographer: Yvon Fruneau,Copyright:UNESCO) ; c)
AS of Timgad(photographer: Yvon Fruneau) ;d) the Qal'at Bani Hammad(lbid) ; e) AS of
Tipaza(photographer: Hana Aouak,Copyright:UNESCO ; f) Tassili n'Ajjer(photographer:Gruban) ; g)
the M'Zab valley(photographer Francis Tack, Copyright:UNESCO) .

To read the full text click here


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYBwhqB0FNc
https://worldheritageusa.org/webinars/
https://usicomos.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/usicomos/eventRegistration.jsp?event=129&
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2024/AGA_2024/AGA2024_Preliminary_programme_EN_v4.pdf


WGO1- ISCSBH Concept

The ISCSBH continues its proposal of webinars related to the theme of Shared Built
Heritage around the world; after Thailand and Australia in the last years, on 25 May
2024, the ICOMOS National Committee of Philippines and the Philippines’ members
together with ISCSBH organised a new conference online.

Presentation Title: “Unboxing Philippine Architecture’s Multiple Links”- An Introduction
to the Shared Built Heritage of the Philippines.

Presented by: ICOMOS Philippines in cooperation with ISCSBH.

Date/Time: 25 May, 2024

Key speakers:

- Dr. Maria José de Freitas, architect, ICOMOS ISCSBH President

- Dr. Fernando Zialcita, architect, ICOMOS Philippines

- Paulo Alcazaren, landscape architect and environmental planner, ICOMOS
Philippines

- Michael Manalo, architect, ICOMOS Philippines

International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage
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You can also follow the links

https://www.youtube.com/live/lonHos8SSJc87?si= DCkmnIEIhRD1Uca

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch permalink&v=364429588245
3801




https://www.youtube.com/live/onHos8SSJc8?si=_DCkmnIElhRD1Uca

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=3644295882453801

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=3644295882453801



The webinar began with a presentation by the President of the ISCSBH, Maria José
de Freitas, to welcome all participants and viewers, to introduce the background of the
theme of Shared Built Heritage, to outline recent ISCSBH Webinars between 2020-23,
and to share some reflections on what Shared Built Heritage. These reflections
referenced the concept of “imagined communities, imagined urban identity, place and
meaning, as described by Benedict Anderson, and the idea of “Shared Heritage” as
explained by Laurajane Smith, not as about objects, but rather about how we perceive
shared heritage in the present, based on “Heritage is about Negotiation”.

ICOMOS

; (Re)thinking Shared Built Heritage and its Significance

From what | know of the
Philippines, the history is
deep and encompasses -
many centuries of cultural %4
influence from other ° :
civilisations that met there at 3‘
different times and what we ;‘
see today is the result of this

accumulated wisdom.

Slide from the ppt presentation of Maria José de Freitas showing the historic fort of Manilla
with its historic “Intramuros” city dating back to 1571.

Thereafter, the webinar comprised three presentations related to introducing SBH in the Philippines.

The first of these three presentations was by architect Dr. Fernando Zialcita, who
presents Manilla as the First Global City, a city planned and founded in the late 16" C
onward, where east meets west, and where buildings are constructed which
incorporate construction and architectural elements based on indigenous building
traditions, together with Spanish/European/Moorish-Mudejar planning concepts and
styles, Spanish-American influence, and many construction technologies and types
from across south east and eastern Asia, including from Indonesia/Malaysia, Vietnam,
China and Japan. Dr Zialcita briefly explained the various building traditions and
elements, as well as terminology, with excellentimages. Of note is that the Philippines
SBH is the the only major area of direct Spanish influence in the subcontinental region
of south-east and eastern Asia, whose urban planning and traditional buildings is much
influenced by colonial Spanish “Ordinances” included in the “Laws of the Indies” from





1572 onward to the 18 and 19t centuries, as developed in the Spanish south, central
American colonies and in the Caribbean. In conclusion, Dr. Zialcita describes the
Philippine shared built heritage as “hybrid” or “polymodal”.
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Slide from Dr. Fernando Zialcita’s ppt presentation illustrating construction of traditional
Philippine house with Philippine terminology.

The second presentation on Philippine SBH was by Paulo Alcazaren, a landscape
architect and environmental planner. This presentation focussed on Spanish colonial
plazas, with a brief outline of their importance as central rectangular multi-purpose
public spaces at the heart of all Spanish colonial towns and settlements, and in districts
in large cities such as Manilla. Mr. Alcazaren described how originally the creation of
these central spaces were guided by Spanish “ordinances” and the “Laws of the
Indies”, that they were originally large, open, multiple-use spaces for ceremonial
events, parades, and recreational use, and surrounded by the most important town
buildings including government offices and residences, churches, etc. In the 19" and
early 20" centuries, these spaces evolved with the addition of trees and formal
gardens, fountains, pavilions, bandstands and monuments with statues.
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“IcoMO
"Unboxing Philippine Architecture's Multiple Links"
PLAZA: The Heritage of Public Space in Philippine Urban Settlements

Introductory slide of Paulo Alcazaren’s ppt presentation illustrating a traditional plaza and
surrounding buildings including a major church and government administrative buildings.

Mr. Alcazaren then explains the decline experienced in the 20" century of plaza
spaces, in the context of expanding cities which no longer built sufficient new public
spaces or parks. Much of this decline was explained to be due to the car, to the
development of car-orientated lifestyles and suburbs, of competing privately-owned
commercial shopping malls, as well as a lack of understanding and maintenance. In
many cases, plazas were used for car parking and surrounding roads were widened.
The presentation concluded with examples of plazas where conservation and
restoration has respected and restored the meaning, uses and life to these public
spaces. This included for removing car parking, enlarging the pedestrian space,
renovating and reinstating the quality of the hard landscaping and features, including
gardens, fountains, monuments, etc. Buildings around the plazas were also renovated.
It was very positive to see the conservation of plazas in many towns in the Philippines,
though it was emphasized that this is an ongoing need to continue this work and to
focus more attention to maintenance.

The final third presentation on Philippine SBH was presented by architect Michael
Manalo, whose presentation focused on the Spanish colonial port town of Vigan on
the west coast of Luzon, to the north of Manilla, which was inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 1999. Originally a trading port on a small island off the coast which traded





with south west China, the port evolved into a diocesan (Cathedral) town in the mid
18thC and many fine traditional two floor Philippine houses were built between the mid
18" and mid 19" centuries. Featuring a grid plan, a central plaza surrounded by
important government buildings and the cathedral, and many fine traditional houses,
Vigan is described as the most intact surviving example of a Spanish colonial town in
the Philippines, hence why it was nominated and inscribed as a UNESCO World
Heritage site.

Mr. Manola, thereafter, presented three types of traditional houses to be found in Vigan,
using actual examples, including a full masonry two-floor house, a second house type
with a masonry constructed ground floor and a wood constructed upper floor and roof
(eg. Padre Jose Burgos National Museum, 1788), and finally a third type comprising
a two-floor masonry house with projecting upper floor level wood galleries with wood
windows and screens around the exterior sides (eg. Syquia Mansion, 1830). Mr.
Manalo thereafter described the construction and architectural features of these house
types together with their various influences (Europe, Asia, Americas) and terminology,
and illustrated them with plans and photographs. Also described was the interior
arrangement of the house types, how they were lived in, and how they were modified
over time, enabling a fuller understanding of these house types. In conclusion, Mr.
Manalo expressed the importance of maintaining and conserving these surviving
historic traditional houses of the 18" and 19t centuries in a respectful manner in Vigan,
as well as in many other Spanish colonial cities, towns, and settlements across the
Philippines.
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Slide from presentation illustrating the three types of two floor domestic buildings found in
Vigan including type 1 (Full height masonry walls, wood framed pitched roof and floors), type
2 with masonry ground floor and wood constructed upper floor and pitched roof, and type 3, a
two storey house with full-height masonry walls with a “galleria volada o balcon” (projecting
wood balconies at upper floor level along exterior facades with windows and wood grilles).





In conclusion, the webinar was a wonderful opportunity to learn about the rich and
important Spanish colonial SBH in the Philippines, and of the traditional types of
commercial and residential buildings which evolved, to learn of how they evolved
based on Spanish ordinances and the Laws of the Indies, and on the fusion of
construction methodologies and elements from Spain, the Americas, and south-east
and eastern Asia. It was also of great interest to learn about the “Plaza” as an
important element of Philippine urban environments, and to see that while there has
been decline in some, there has also been great interest by people and the
governments together to successfully conserve and revitalise these public spaces.
Lastly, we learned about the Spanish colonial port town of Vigan, since 1999 inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage list, and why it is very significant in terms of SBH.

ICOMOS Philippines and all involved in organising this webinar event are thanked for
the high quality of their presentations, which enable a straightforward approach
towards presenting the SBH of the Philippines, and which can serve as a template for
future webinars on SBH elsewhere around the world.
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ICOMOS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY + SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM
ISCSBH/ICOMOS PROPOSED TOUR - OURO PRETO/BRAZIL

PROBABLE DATES: 11/11/2024 | 12/11/2024
DURATION OF THE TOUR: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
PARTICIPANTS: 20 people (including guides and local speakers)

SUMMARY

The primary objective of the proposed tour is to present ICOMOS members with a city seldom
shown to tourists visiting Ouro Preto. It is crucial for the group to understand aspects beyond
the uniformity of the UNESCO-protected complex. We believe that the concept of “Shared
Heritage” can be more profoundly experienced by learning the history, hearing about the
residents' sense of belonging, and observing the urban form, which reflects the different phases

of territorial occupation.

The itinerary includes viewpoints and places where the residents of Ouro Preto truly live. The
proposed tour commences at the meeting point, the UFOP Arts and Convention Centre (the
event's venue). From there, we will proceed to the initial chapels (Sao Sebastido Chapel, Sao
Joao Chapel, Santana Chapel, and Nossa Senhora da Piedade Chapel), where we will observe
aspects of landscape preservation and symbolically replicate the movements of the gold miners
and first settlers who inhabited the region. Subsequently, we will embark on a walking tour of
the Vila Aparecida neighborhood, with a pause at the UFOP viewpoint. The tour will conclude

with a discussion stop at the IFMG campus.

The IFMG will provide transportation and the venue for the group's final meeting. As the
proposed visit will last the entire day, it is important for participants to be prepared to cover the
cost of a meal (lunch).Since this is a field visit, it is recommended to use sunscreen, insect
repellent, long pants, comfortable footwear, and that each participant brings their own water
bottle.

ICOMOS COMMITMENT

It is expected that the ISCSBH will share its understanding of "Shared Built Heritage" with other

participants and provide participation certificates to the students and guides of the visit.
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LEGENDA / SUBTITLE:

1 - MIRANTE - MORRO SAQ SEBASTIAO (Viewpoint 1)

2 - CAPELA SAO SEBASTIAO (Urban Landscape)

3 - CAPELA SAO JOAO (Urban Landscape)

4 - CAPELA SAO SANTANA (Urban Landscape)

5 - CAPELA NOSSA SENHORA DA PIEDADE (Urban Landscape)
6 - VILA APARECIDA (Urban Landscape)

7 - PAVILHAO GERALDO NUNES - IFMG (Viewpoint 2)

PICTURES

CENTRO DE ARTES E CONVENCOES DA UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL DE OURO PRETO (UFOP)
https://centrodeconvencoes.ufop.br/

Photography: Aprigio Vilanova
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SAO JOAO CHAPEL AND NEIGHBORHOOD
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Photography: Assessoria de Comunicagdo PMOP

VIEW FROM SAO JOAO CHAPEL

Photography: Barbara Helena Almeida Carmo.

Curso de Tecnologia em Conservagao e Restauro
Instituto Federal de Minas Gerais — Campus Ouro Preto
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VIEW FROM SAO JOAO CHAPEL

Photography: Barbara Helena Almeida Carmo.

SAO SEBASTIAO CHAPEL

Photography: Assessoria de Comunicacdo PMOP.
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VIEW OF THE COMMUNITY VILA APARECIDA FROM SAO SEBASTIAO VIEWPOINT
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Photography: Vanessa Brasileiro and André Dangelo.

VIEW FROM THE VILA APARECIDA NEIGHBORHOOD

Photography: Adrian Paixao
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OTHER POSSIBILITIES: VIEW FROM BAIRRO PADRE FARIA VIEWPOINT
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WGO08 - ACTIVITIES&EVENTS
ICOMOS AGA 2024 - OURO PRETO, BRAZIL

As you already know, the next ICOMOS Annual General Assembly, Advisory
Committee ans Scientific Symposium will take place in the Brazilian city of Ouro Preto
between 10 and 17 November 2024, on the theme of "Revisiting the Venice Charter:
Critical Perspectives and Contemporary Challenges".
The Advisory Committee meetings will take place on 11 and 12 November and the
Scientific Symposium between 13 and 15 November.

Please see the link
https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/governance/general-information-about-the-
general-assembly/annual-general-assembly-2024/137372-save-the-date-discover-
the-program-of-the-2024-icomos-statutory-hybrid-meetings-in-brazil

and the preliminary program

Source: ICOMOS website 2024
ISCSBH PARTICIPATION

Selected papers

It is my pleasure to inform you that several colleagues have submitted papers which
have been accepted and will be presented during the various sessions in Ouro Preto.
Among them is a paper by Romeo Carabelli, our Vice-President, the abstract of which
entitled “Enriching the Venice Charter with a de-colonial reinterpretation”, | enclose
below.

We are waiting for more papers from other colleagues that we know have been
accepted, and here's a call for them to be published.

Book Launch



https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/governance/general-information-about-the-general-assembly/annual-general-assembly-2024/137372-save-the-date-discover-the-program-of-the-2024-icomos-statutory-hybrid-meetings-in-brazil

https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/governance/general-information-about-the-general-assembly/annual-general-assembly-2024/137372-save-the-date-discover-the-program-of-the-2024-icomos-statutory-hybrid-meetings-in-brazil

https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/governance/general-information-about-the-general-assembly/annual-general-assembly-2024/137372-save-the-date-discover-the-program-of-the-2024-icomos-statutory-hybrid-meetings-in-brazil

https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2024/AGA_2024/AGA2024_Preliminary_programme_EN_v4.pdf



There will also be a presentation of a book on Portuguese cultural heritage entitled
"Patrimbnios Culturais em lugares de lingua portuguesa" (Cultural Heritage in
Portuguese-Speaking Places), in which | had the honour of participating.

The book was coordinated by our member Professor Yussef Campos, whom | would
like to thank.

Enriching the Venice Charter with a de-colonial reinterpretation
Presentation by Romeo Carabelli*

The Venice Charter is a crucial document for cultural heritage and a significant player
in developing the heritage notion and management. In the last six decades heritage
has become heritages; changing from a singular monumental vision to a wide bundle
of elements composing the wide idea of the tangible cultural heritage, directly
connected to the multiple heritage communities (Morisset).

Nowadays heritage is a multifaceted issue closely intertwined with local lifestyles and
economy. This paper proposes approaching the subject by exploring the spatial
planning discipline because the territory is a living heritage (Magnaghi).

Today’s situation is no longer “modern”, it should be interpreted as less dogmatic and
prescriptive and more open to the whole global society answering to the legitimate
requests coming from the de-colonial approach. The weak and postmodern way of
thinking (Vattimo and Rovatti) allows us to introduce in the heritage issues a not
determinant and normative ontology and lets us highlight a huge amount of
patrimonies characterized by cultural statuses referring to different and multiple
existing (and often coexisting) cultures.

We approach this matter with a field action in France, where the research team looked
at the heritage issues in association with the residents’ private and communitarian
experience. Focusing on the inhabitants’ voices, we highlight the understanding of the
self-representative narratives of heritage, existing as common goods (Ostrom,
2010) that participate in the undergoing territorial transformations.

These new conditions, which the charter’s authors could not know, lead us to imagine
the need for better integration of heritage issues into the instruments of territorial
management and, at the same time, we should enhance the content of the Venice
Charter with the social and human content aware of the multiple and complex
worldwide human society.
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SHARED BUILT HERITAGE IN ALGERIA

Introduction

Cities are dynamic entities, constantly evolving through the interactions of diverse
civilizations that have shaped their narratives. Algeria mirrors this ever-changing urban
landscape, presenting itself as a veritable urban palimpsest, the different layers of
which preserve the vestiges of the constructions of each eral. As a cradle of ancient
civilizations, Algeria unveils an unparalleled richness and cultural diversity. From the
labyrinthine alleys of Algiers' medina to the majestic remnants of Timgad, every stone
carries with it a captivating tale.

These vestiges, silent witnesses to conquests, cultural mixing and struggles, are
omnipresent. From the labyrinthine medinas to the Ottoman palaces, this continuous
and varied accumulation of monuments and artifacts is the heritage of Algeria through
which it founds its history and identity?. Spanning from its Phoenician and Carthaginian
origins to subsequent Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Turkish, and French influences, each
era has contributed to the mosaic of architectural heritage that defines the nation. The
outcome is a breathtaking fusion of styles and techniques, embodying centuries of
history and innovation.

In this article, we embark on a journey through Algeria's shared built heritage,
celebrating its uniqgue amalgamation of styles and influences.

1. Shared built heritage in Algeria

Algeria’s built heritage is part of the country's immovable tangible cultural heritage,
which includes historic monuments, archaeological sites and protected areas
under law 98-042 on the protection of cultural heritage. Of Algeria's rich heritage, only
seven sites are listed as world heritage: Tassili n'Ajjer, the archaeological sites of
Timgad, Djemila and Tipaza, the M'Zab valley, the Kasbah of Algiers and the Qal'at
Bani Hammad*.

Figure 1. Algeria's world heritage site a) Kasbah of Algiers(photographer: Serge Maini,Copyright: CRA-terre) ; b)AS of
Djemila(photographer: Yvon Fruneau,Copyright:UNESCO) ; c) AS of Timgad(photographer: Yvon Fruneau) ;d) the Qal'at
Bani Hammad(lbid) ; e) AS of Tipaza(photographer: Hana Aouak,Copyright: UNESCO ; f) Tassili
n'Ajjer(photographer:Gruban) ; g) the M'Zab valley(photographer Francis Tack, Copyright:UNESCO) .





1.1. Historical monuments

As defined in article seventeen® of law 98-04, Historic monuments in Algeria include
any architectural or artistic achievement that reflects a specific civilization, a significant
development or a major event. This includes major architectural structures, works of
painting, sculpture and decorative art, as well as religious, military, civil, agricultural or
industrial features. Prehistoric remains, funerary monuments, cemeteries, caves, rock
shelters, cave paintings and engravings also fall into this category, as do
commemorative monuments and structures linked to major events in national history.
Algeria has around 282 historic monuments classified as national heritage, spread
across various parts of the country

b ot

T it
E
i

Figure 2.Examples of historic monuments classified as national heritage. a)Mustapha Bacha palace (photographer:
Zinebhmz); b) Basilica of Our Lady of Africa (photographer: Omar Hamdi); ¢) Tomb of Syphax (photographer: Rachid
Hamatou );d) EI Mechouar palace (photographer: Reda Kerbush, copyrights: Wikimedia Commons); e) Gourara
hotel(photographer: Adel Belkas)

1.2 Archaeological sites

Archaeological sites in Algeria are spaces, whether built or not, which are not used for
active purposes and which bear witness to human activities or to the interaction
between man and nature. This also includes associated subsoil of historical,
archaeological, religious, artistic, scientific, ethnological or anthropological value. This
category specifically covers archaeological sites, including archaeological reserves
and cultural parks, as defined in article twenty-eight © of law 98-04.

Figure 3.Examples of archaeological sites classified as national heritage ;a) AS of Tipaza (photographer: Mahmoud
Abdelaziz Khezedji); b) AS of Tazoult (photographer: Imad bin Al Saadi); c) AS of Hippone (photographer: Islem).





1.3 Protected areas

As indicated in article forty-one’of law 98-04, protected areas include urban or rural
groups of buildings that are distinguished by their predominance as residential areas.
Their homogeneity and architectural and aesthetic unity make them of historical,
architectural, artistic or traditional interest, thus justifying their protection, restoration,
rehabilitation and enhancement. Algeria has 22 protected sectors, comprising 19
urban areas and 3 rural areas, which include elements such as:

- Ksours: The ‘ksar’, which originated in North Africa, is a fortified village where housing
is concentrated and built using traditional materials. Generally located on strategic
sites and protected by walls and ditches filled with water, they offer protection against
external attacks. In addition to its defensive role, the ksar houses food shops and
communal wells to ensure the safety and sustenance of its inhabitants. It also
represents a community living space, where solidarity and social cohesion are
essential. Inhabited mainly by subsistence farmers, the ksar reflects a society adapted
to its oasis environment, with a political and social organisation structured around the
Djema'a, the local consultative assembly?®.

- Kasbahs: The term ‘casbah’, is originally referred to the heart of a country or town in
the Muslim West. It is still used in Spain as ‘alcazaba’ and in Portugal as ‘alcagova’.
For the last century and a half, it has been used in French as ‘casbah’. Historically, it
was associated with a fortified castle, the residence of central power in a region or city.
The casbah was often a citadel linked to a city wall, but sufficiently independent to
serve as a defensive base or refuge for the government. The term can also refer to
the oldest part of a town in relation to its later development®.

- Medinas: The medina stands out from its tribal or rural environment as a center of
Islamic excellence. In the Maghreb, this sophisticated model dates back to the first
centuries of its expansion (7th-10th centuries). Its traditional activities, as described
by Jacques Berque, include crafts, trade and study. The medina is also a place of
power, legitimized by the allegiance of scholars. °.

Figure 4. Examples of protected areas in Algeria. a) The Ait El- Kaid village (photographer: Ali Messaoudi); b) ksar of
Taghit (photographer: Chettouh Nabil); c) The kasbah of bejaia (photographer: Arezki SLIMANI); d) The medina of
Constatine (photographer: Yves Jalabert)





2. Colonial architectural heritage

Algeria was also marked by the French colonial presence (1830-1962), which left a significant
mark on the Algerian urban and architectural landscapes, dominated by buildings dating from
the French colonial era (19th and 20th centuries), which today constitute an architectural
repertoire with rich and varied typologies!!. Cities such as Algiers and Oran are full of
prestigious buildings in a variety of architectural styles, bearing witness to the French influence
on Algerian architecture.

Figure 5. Examples of colonial built heritage. a) Oran, church of Santa Cruz (photographer: Doctormaboul, copyrights: CC
BY-SA 4.0); b) The Great Post Office of Algiers( photographer: Chettouh Nabil, copyrights: CC BY-SA 4.0); c) building on
Avenue, El khettabi, Algiers ( photographer: Farouk Toumy).

Algeria’'s colonial built heritage, while often at the heart of ideological disputes, has
been the subject of accelerating monographic research in recent decades, particularly
in major cities such as Algiers and Oran.

Setif, a town in the interior of Algeria, despite its limited but very interesting corpus of
colonial built heritage, remains little studied in these works, and its legacy remains
largely unknown. This encourages us to choose it as our study framework.

3. The shared built heritage of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in the city of
Setif, Algeria

3.1 Presentation of the study context

Located in eastern Algeria, Setif is one of the country's largest urban agglomerations.
It serves as an example of a creation ex-nihilo where references to the past can only
be perceived in relation to its specific location in the territory, as evidenced by the
Roman and Byzantine ruins upon which it was built. Founded in 1842, it quickly
became the main settlement center of the eastern high plains. The colonial center,
corresponding to the downtown, is a living illustration of an open-air museum
dedicated to nineteenth and twentieth centuries architecture, which constitutes our
study area'?





Figure 6. (a) Map of Algeria indicating the location of Setif (source: BIOUD, G. BOUZAHER, S. 2023); (b) Map of Setif
indicating the location of its downtown (source: BIOUD, G. BOUZAHER, S. 2023) ; (c) The downtown of Setif (image
from google earth )

3.2 Examples of shared built heritage in the downtown of Setif

Today, despite the uncontrolled destruction of many buildings, the historic center of Setif is
full of architectural gems, with a diversity of architectural styles that need to be preserved and
enhanced. Among these buildings, we can notably mention:

Courthouse 1879 (neoclassical style). National museum of Moudjahid
(Source: municipal archives of Setif) From 1993 (Source: Author)

The municipal theatre (eclectic style) Hassen Belkired Theatre (Source:
(Source: municipal archives of Setif) Author)






W,

“g“k
?%%s

p Wy

N

)

o A i ..

Hotel de France (Art Deco style) Residential building
(Source : D.Morel, « Sétif de ma
jeunesse » (Source: Author)
Conclusion

In conclusion, the preservation of Algeria’'s historic built heritage poses a significant
challenge for urban planners, conservationists, and policymakers in the face of rapid
urbanization and increasing land competition. These challenges are critical as they
threaten the survival of culturally and historically significant sites that embody the
country's rich history and diverse identity.

Raising public awareness about the importance of these sites and implementing
robust conservation policies—such as enforcing preservation laws, providing financial
incentives for restoration, and integrating heritage education into the school
curriculum—are essential for ensuring their long-term survival. The survival of these
heritage sites is crucial as they serve as tangible connections to the past, offering
insights into the country's historical events and cultural evolution.

Moreover, enhancing collaboration with countries like France and Spain, and
partnering with international organizations such as UNESCO and ICOMOS, would
help promote Algeria's cultural heritage globally. This international recognition can
attract more tourists, generate economic benefits, and foster a sense of national pride
and cultural exchange.

Ultimately, Algeria’'s built heritage is a cultural treasure that must be preserved for
future generations. By protecting these sites, we ensure that the story of Algeria
continues to inspire and educate both locally and globally, highlighting the importance
of understanding and valuing our shared cultural legacy.
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