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Maria José de Freitas 
President ICOMOS ISCSBH

Dear colleagues and friends, at the end of 2024 we bring you news in this Newsletter 
n.4 on the activities of our Scientific Group over the last few months and the prospects
for the future. A careful reading of its contents will give you an idea of what we have
done and what we intend to do with your help.

As you know, we participated in the ICOMOS General Assembly - AGA 2024, held in
Ouro Preto, Brazil, from 10 to 17 November, with the theme Revisiting the Venice 
Charter: Critical Perspectives and Contemporary Challenges.

This meeting adopted the scientific theme for the next triennium, the ICOMOS Triennial 
Scientific Plan TSP 2024-2027 - Disaster and Conflict Resilient Heritage: Preparedness, 
Response, Recovery, and we are prepared to work actively on the theme, including 
collaboration with other scientific groups.

It is also important to note that the next ICOMOS General Assembly in 2025 will be held 
in the city of LUMBINI in NEPAL and in Malaysia in 2026. We look forward to receiving 
communications to this effect.

Internally, and with the aim of deepening the different perspectives on shared heritage 
that we have been able to observe in different places, we have held workshops where 
the topic is discussed in a comprehensive way among colleagues, academics,
university students, heritage associations, as well as others interested in heritage and 
its preservation.

This was the case in Ouro Preto, Brazil, where, during the ICOMOS 2024 General 
Assembly, as I mentioned earlier, it was possible to make a study visit and hold a 
workshop on the sidelines of other conferences, and here we tell you about these 
situations that have contributed to broadening our points of view and laying the 
foundations for future discussions on the subject.

We share with you some of the papers presented by members of our Scientific Group, 
namely Ai Tee Goh, Romeo Carabelli and Yvon Vellot, others will follow in the next 
issues, and it is important that everyone collaborates in this way to give our Scientific 
Group more visibility and to systematically contribute to deepening its relevance.

Regarding ICOMOS International, we were pleased to announce that our member 
Kerime Danis, from Australia, has been elected to the position of President of ICOMOS 
Advisory Committee. Congratulations and best wishes for the future.

We were also present at the ICOMOS Africa 24 Conference, held at the Swahilipot Hub 
Foundation in Mombasa, Kenya, from 25 to 29 November, where our Secretary General, 
John Ward, presented a paper and took part in study visits on the integration of 
tangible and intangible heritage, some of which are presented here as an analysis to 
follow.

Our Emerging Professionals have made a valuable contribution to the continuity of our 
work and Ghofrane Bioud has made proposals for thematic webinars which have the 
potential to revitalise our Scientific Group and form part of our three-year activity plan.

The results of the working group survey will be published shortly and we believe we 
have a critical mass of people ready to work and contribute to the scientific progress 
we want to see. We are well on the way, with over 90 members at the moment, and I 
believe we can go further.

On 6th December we held our annual meeting, this time online, with active participation
from some members, where we presented the results of the current year's exercise. 
Here's a summary and a YouTube link will be available soon.

Finally, as it's the festive season, I'd like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 2025!

Yours truly

WG01- WEBINAR Séries - ISCSBH Concept

As you already know, the first webinar of 2024 was held in May this year under the title 
Unboxing Philippine Architecture’s Multiple Links.
Although we already published a summary of it in our August newsletter, I am now 
attaching a text prepared by our member Liliane Manahan of ICOMOS Philippines, who 
was behind the organisation of this webinar and to whom we are very grateful,
Here is her testimony for you to read.

UNBOXING PHILIPPINE ARCHITECTURE’S MULTIPLE LINKS – 
An Introduction to the Shared Built Heritage of the Philippines. 

By Liliane Rejante Manahan

For more information click here 

WG01- WEBINAR Séries - ISCSBH Concept

SHARED HERITAGE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA: DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

2024-11-12 OURO PRETO, BRASIL

During the ICOMOS 2024 General Assembly in Ouro Preto, Brazil, from 11 to 17 
November 2024, it was possible to go on a study tour and to hold a workshop on 12 
November, in the margins of the other conferences, and we report here on these 
situations that helped to broaden our points of view and to lay the foundations for 
future discussions on the subject.

The study tour was organised by Prof. Bárbara Campos with the aim of gaining a better 
understanding of the relevant aspects, beyond the uniformity of the area protected by 
UNESCO, through a deeper experience of the history and the sense of belonging of the 
inhabitants, based on the observation of the buildings and the genesis of the city in 
relation to the phases of occupation and local experiences.

This had an impact on the discussion that followed the presentation of the theme I had 
brought to the workshop: SHARED HERITAGE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA - DIFFERENT 
PERSPECTIVES, as it is another perspective to consider.

The workshop was led by Maria José de Freitas and the theme dealt with the concept 
of 'Shared Heritage' and its implications for Southeast Asia in a contemporary 
reflection on the context of the occupations that took place between the 18th, 19th and 
20th centuries.

Workshop photo by J Ward

WG02- MEMBERS DIRECTORY

ISCSBH Proposed Working Groups Invitation Results

Article Prepared by: John Ward, Secretary-General ISCSBH
Date: 21 December, 2024

Background:

Further to the proposal dating to the term 2020-23 and 2023-26 terms, and the 2023 
ISCSBH Three Year Plan, Maria Jose de Freitas (MJF), President, requested the 
Committee Secretary JW in the Spring of 2023 to invite ISCSBH members for their 
interest to join one or more of the 10 Working Groups (WGs).

A draft ISCSBH WG Invitation communique was prepared, reviewed with Bureau 
members, and sent out to all members on 12 October.  The communique included a 
table listing each of the proposed WGs, together with tentative goals, objectives and 
deliverables. Members were requested to respond to the Invitation by 3 November.

As reported at the ISCSBH Annual Meeting held on 6 December, the following table 
lists the proposed WGs and the number of ISCSBH members who have confirmed to 
date their interest to participate.

For more information click here

WG03- STUDY TOURS

ISCSBH/ICOMOS STUDY TOUR - OURO PRETO/BRAZIL

By Maria José de Freitas

As previously mentioned, a study tour was held on the sidelines of the ICOMOS 
AGA 2024 on 12 November.

Due to time constraints related to the organisation of the ICOMOS AGA 2024, it 
was only possible to carry out the Study-Tour in the afternoon, having 
covered the itinerary corresponding to points 1 to 6 of the planned route, which 
allowed a more focused perception of the sense of belonging of the locals, more 
inked to values closely related to their professional practice and daily 
experience, intertwined with nature and a deep and simple religious feeling.

The origins of the town, with the houses that line the hillsides, together with 
the remains of mining activity and the endogenous nature of the places, reflect a 
sense of belonging that is deeply rooted, where the tangible and the intangible 
merge into a shared feeling.

The visit had a visible impact on the exchange of ideas that followed the 
presentation of the PPT during the workshop that took place hours later.

Study-tour in Ouro Preto.  Pictures by MJ Freitas

For more information click here

WG08- ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

1- ISCSBH November 2024

OURO PRETO, BRASIL: ICOMOS AGA 2024
Here you will find texts and publications by our colleagues who took part in this 
event and helped to deepen concepts and discuss ideas during the conference on 
the theme of the Venice Charter on the occasion of its 60th anniversary.

1.1. Malayan New Villages: Re-Imagining the better way of life

By Ai Tee Goh (former ISCSBH Vice President)

Image of the PPT by R Carabelli

1.3. Global Vision of the heritage site as a shared living heritage 
By Yvon Velot

1.4 Some thoughts on the ICOMOS AGA 2024 conference      

Here are some thoughts from our member Ana Pereira on the Ouro Preto General 
Assembly. How it went and what lessons we can learn.

REFLEXIONS ON ICOMOS AGA2024 Ouro Preto Brazil 
By Ana Pereira 
Ouro Preto, Brazil 2024

The City

The city is exceptional in terms of its location, the consolidation of its built artefacts 
and the experience of its population and environment. 

The churches on the hillsides stand out for their exuberance, peculiarity and 
importance, indicating the differentiation of hierarchies and the specificity of each 
place. The settlements are concentrated around the churches, with no prior or 
hierarchical plan for urban structuring. 

The morphological layout is sedimented along the hills and watercourses. The streets 
slope steeply along the watercourses and do not follow the contours.

Participants at the Swahilipot Hub Pictures by J Ward

Slide Photo by M J Freitas 

For more information click here

WG07- ISCSBH AGM 2024

On 6 December we held our Annual General Meeting – AGM 2024 online.
The meeting was chaired by Maria José de Freitas, President of the ISCSBH, and 
attended by members of the Scientific Group.

The different topics were presented according to the previously distributed agenda, 
namely the activities carried out in 2024 and the proposals for 2025.

WG10- EMERGING PROFESSIONALS

From our Emerging Professionals we received a Call for Participation in a series of 
webinars prepared by Ghofrane Bioud whom we thank and welcome for her initiative. 
Here's a record for your reflection

Call for Participation in a Series of Webinars on Shared Built Heritage
Prepared by Ghofrane Bioud

For more information click here

PPT Slide Photos by M J Freitas

For more information click here

For more information click here

1.2. Enriching the Venice Charter with a de-colonial reinterpretation

By Romeo Carabelli ISCSBH Vice President 

For more information click here

Image of the PPT by Y Velot.

For more information click here

Museu da Inconfidência em Ouro Preto, Brasil, 2024. Picture by M J Freitas

Picture by M J Freitas

For more information click here

2 - ISCSBH December 2024 
MOMBASA, KENYA: ICOMOS Africa24 

Conference Report
Prepared by John Ward, 
Secretary-General ISCSBH

To briefly report, during the last week of November, the ICOMOS Africa24 
Conference was held in Mombasa, Kenya, at the Swahilipot Hub Foundation.  This is 
the first large ICOMOS meeting to be held in Africa since the Victoria Falls General 
Assembly in 2002, and the first to be held in the East Africa region which 
includes Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi.

The five day meeting held between 25-29 November, 2024, was organised by members 
of six ICOMOS ISCs including CIAV (Vernacular heritage), ISCEAH 
(Earthern Architectural Heritage) ICTC (Cultural Heritage), ISCCL (Cultural 
Landscapes) ICICH (Intagible Cultural Heritage) ISCES (Energy and Sustainability) 
together with assistance of ICOMOS International in Paris and Working Groups 
related to Common Dignity Rights-Based Approaches and Emerging Professionals.

John Ward at Swahilipot Hub conference. 

For more information click here

https://worldheritageusa.org/webinars/
https://usicomos.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/usicomos/eventRegistration.jsp?event=129&




WG01- WEBINAR Séries - ISCSBH Concept 


 


As you already know, the first webinar of 2024 was held in May this year under the 


title Unboxing Philippine Architecture’s Multiple Links. 


Although we already published a summary of it in our August newsletter, I am now 


attaching a text prepared by our member Liliane Manahan of ICOMOS Philippines, 


who was behind the organisation of this webinar and to whom we are very grateful, 


Here is her testimony for you to read. 


 


UNBOXING PHILIPPINE ARCHITECTURE’S MULTIPLE LINKS –  


An Introduction to the Shared Built Heritage of the Philippines.  
 


By Liliane Rejante Manahan 


 


Last May 25, 2024, ICOMOS Philippines in Cooperation with the International Scientific 


Committee for Shared Built Heritage and its Philippine’s members organised an online 


webinar to further open discussions and offer insights on structures reflecting evidences 


of various influences in countries worldwide.  


 


Key speakers were: 
- Dr. Maria José de Freitas, architect, ICOMOS ISCSBH President 
- Dr. Fernando Zialcita, architect, ICOMOS Philippines 
- Paulo Alcazaren, landscape architect and environmental planner, ICOMOS 


Philippines 
- Michael Manalo, architect, ICOMOS Philippines 


 


 







Opening the presentation, ISCH International President, Maria José de Freitas gave the 


opening remarks with an overview on the concept of shared built heritage with its aim to 


understand historical built legacies from multicultural influences and a proposed 


management.  


 


ICOMOS Philippines’ presentation was entitled “Unboxing Philippine Architecture’s 


Multiple Links.”    


 


The Philippines is an archipelagic country composed of 7,100 islands, each with their 


distinct dialects, customs and history. Although the first recorded conquest of the islands 


was Ferdinand Magellan’s discovery in 1521, ultimately claimed by Spain, Philippine 


history dates the country’s history between 900 AD and 1565 which was the start of 


Spanish colonization. The country’s history was characterized by Indianized kingoms, 


Hindu and Buddhist nations and Malay Sultanates.  


  


The 400-year Spanish colonial period was followed by 40 years of American rule, the two 


longest periods of colonization in the Philippines. Thus, historian Carmen Guerrero Nakpil 


summarizes these major conquests of the Philippines as the country’s history being 400 


years in the convent and 40 years in Hollywood. The American period included the influx 


of Chinese settlers into the Philippines, which explains the many families with Chinese 


surnames and festive dishes of Chinese origin. 


  


Although Spanish was generally spoken by the populace at that time, the American 


presence introduced a new language, English, when 500 American teachers landed in 


the Philippines to formally teach the language. Arriving on a ship named the US Army 


Transport Thomas, they were referred to as Thomasites. English eventually became the 


second language in the Philippines being taught in schools with Spanish as an elective. 


The reflection of these foreign conquests are clearly defined by the country’s architecture 


and urban plans evident in the heritage sites that still exist. 


      







 
Screenshot on 2024-05-25 by MJ Freitas 


 


Dr. Fernando Zialcita spoke on “Building a House in the First Global City” which explored 


architectural development of Manila as a result of more than 200 years of contact between 


Asia, America and Europe via the Galleon Trade and migration. Dr. Zialcita described 


Manila’s environment during the Spanish colonial period as “polymodal” resulting from 


various architectural influences. 


 


Architect Paulo Alcazaren provided a situation of public parks and open spaces 


specifically in urban centers, providing a history of urban design on plazas, underscoring 


the social value of such plazas, highlighting the reality of public and open spaces in the 


current efforts to document and conserve plazas nationwide. 


 


“Interconnectedness Beyond Boundaries: Vigan Architecture as Humanity’s Common 


Heritage” was presented by Arch. Michael Manalo, centering on the architecture, history 


and urban design making the distinct built environment of the historic city of Vigan, a 


UNESCO listed World Heritage Site, that showcases the city’s domestic architecture 


showcasing its diverse influence and its interconnectedness to the rest of the world. 


 


The presentations were followed by a lively open discussion and exchanges that shed 


more light on dealing with treasured spaces that comprise shared heritage, both tangible 


and intangible. 


 


The well-attended webinar was the first one hosted by ISCSBH Philippines. 


 


 







 
Spanish influence San Agustin Church Manila 


Source: ICOMOS Philippines Inc. 2024  


 


 
VIGAN - UNESCO/ ICOMOS restoration works 


Source: ICOMOS Philippines Inc. 2024  


 


 
VIGAN - UNESCO/ ICOMOS restoration works 


Source: ICOMOS Philippines Inc. 2024  


 


 







WG01- WORKSHOP Séries - ISCSBH Concept 


 


SHARED HERITAGE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA: DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES 


 


2024-11-12 OURO PRETO, BRASIL 


 


During the ICOMOS 2024 General Assembly in Ouro Preto, Brazil, from 11 to 17 


November 2024, it was possible to go on a study tour and to hold a workshop on 


12 November, in the margins of the other conferences, and we report here on these 


situations that helped to broaden our points of view and to lay the foundations for 


future discussions on the subject. 


 


The study tour was organised by Prof. Bárbara Campos with the aim of gaining a better 


understanding of the relevant aspects, beyond the uniformity of the area protected by 


UNESCO, through a deeper experience of the history and the sense of belonging of the 


inhabitants, based on the observation of the buildings and the genesis of the city in 


relation to the phases of occupation and local experiences. 


 


This had an impact on the discussion that followed the presentation of the theme I had 


brought to the workshop: SHARED HERITAGE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA - DIFFERENT 


PERSPECTIVES, as it is another viewpoint to consider. 


 


 
Slide Photo by M J Freitas 







 
Workshop photo by J Ward 


 


The workshop was led by Maria José de Freitas and the theme dealt with the concept of 


'Shared Heritage' and its implications for Southeast Asia in a contemporary reflection on 


the context of the occupations that took place between the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. 


 


Please find below some of the considerations I have outlined: 


“Shared heritage has always aroused interest, and this is the context in which we live in 


large cities, subject to different appropriations, invasions and experiences over time. 


In Southeast Asia, the occupations that took place between the 16th and 19th centuries 


led to major transformations that resulted in the emergence of monumental complexes 


linked to religiosity and military power, as well as other civil architecture that became 


examples of the cultural encounter between East and West. 


Our workshop today has to do with the different perceptions that shared heritage 


generates, and is the result of the analysis that I, as a member of ICOMOS, have 


conducted on how the civilisational encounter transcribed in architecture and urbanism is 


perceived on different occasions by different 'ways of looking' (Rossa & Ribeiro, 2015)”. 


 


 







 
PPT slide photos by M J Freitas 


 


 


 


 
 







 
Workshop photos by J Ward 








WG02- MEMBERS DIRECTORY 


 
ISCSBH Proposed Working Groups Invitation Results 
 
Article Prepared by: John Ward, Secretary-General ISCSBH 
Date: 21 December, 2024 
 
Background: 
 
Further to the proposal dating to the term 2020-23 and 2023-26 terms, and the 2023 
ISCSBH Three Year Plan, Maria Jose de Freitas (MJF), President, requested the 
Committee Secretary JW in the Spring of 2023 to invite ISCSBH members for their 
interest to join one or more of the 10 Working Groups (WGs). 
 
A draft ISCSBH WG Invitation communique was prepared, reviewed with Bureau 
members, and sent out to all members on 12 October.  The communique included a 
table listing each of the proposed WGs, together with tentative goals, objectives and 
deliverables. Members were requested to respond to the Invitation by 3 November. 
 
As reported at the ISCSBH Annual Meeting held on 6 December, the following table 
lists the proposed WGs and the number of ISCSBH members who have confirmed to 
date their interest to participate.   
 
 


Proposed 
Working 
Groups 


WG Title/Theme Members 
Interested to 
Participate 


WG-1 
 


SBH: Concept, Principles and 
Guidance Discourse and Document 
 


11 


WG-2 
 


SBH Members Directory  2 


WG-3 
 


SBH ISC Study Tours / Events WG 
 


4 


WG-4 
 


SBH ISC Virtual Tours / Webinars  3 


WG-5 
 


SBH at Risk 6 


 
 


WG-6 
 


SBH ISC Website + Publications 2 


WG-7 
 


ISC SBH Bylaws/Internal Affairs/ 
Secretariat Support 


4 


WG-8 
 


SBH ISC Activities and Events 4 


WG-9 
 


SBH and Climate Change 6 


WG-10 
 


SBH Emerging Professionals (EPs) 3  


 







 
Comments and Next Steps: 
 
Good News: Three proposed WGs have sufficient members (6 or more) to be 
launched immediately, starting in the new year, including WG-1 (SBH Concept, 
Principles), WG-5 (SBH at Risk), and WG-9 (SBH and Climate Change). 


 


Five of the proposed WGs have 3-4 members who confirmed their interest to 
participate, as follows: 
WG-3 (In-Person Study Tour Activities); WG-4 (Webinar/virtual Activities); WG-7 (ISC 
Bylaws/Secretariat Support); WG-8 (Other ISC Activities (eg. With other ISCs), 
Initiatives); WG-10 (Emerging Professionals). 
Although we did not receive 5 members who confirmed interest to join, nonetheless 
there is clear interest to create these WGs in some manner.  
 
Two of the proposed WGs had only 2 members confirmed to participate, as follows: 
WG-2 (SBH Members Directory); WG-6 (SBH Publications, Website).  Although these 
two proposed WGs did not receive sufficient interest to form at this moment in time, 
the Bureau will consider ways in which the themes could be merged into a broader 
themed WG such as Secretariat Support (WG-7). 
 
Given that five of the proposed working groups are clearly of interest to members, 
though we did not receive sufficient number of participants to form a WG immediately, 
the Bureau are to discuss the possibility of merging some of these WGs which share 
similar themes, such that can comprise 5 or more members when launched.  Bureau 
discussions on merging some proposed WGs may take place in early 2025 such that 
they can be launched by the Spring or after.   
 
In regard to the proposed WG-10 (EPs), this WG may simply need time to invite more 
EP members of ICOMOS to join.  An EP Webinar is being planned for this coming 
May, after which more existing or new ISCSBH members may be interested to form 
this WG.  
 
We look forward initiating our new ISCSBH Working Groups in the New Year, and we 
will update you in the next newsletter.  
 
 
 








WG03- STUDY TOURS 


ISCSBH/ICOMOS STUDY TOUR - OURO PRETO/BRAZIL 


ICOMOS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 2024 


As previously mentioned above, a study tour was held on the sidelines of the ICOMOS 


AGA 2024 on 12 November, which, according to Barbara Campos, the university 


professor who organised it, had the following objectives: 


         The primary objective of the proposed tour is to present ICOMOS members with a city 


seldom shown to tourists visiting Ouro Preto. It is crucial for the group to understand 


aspects beyond the uniformity of the UNESCO-protected complex. We believe that the 


concept of “Shared Heritage” can be more profoundly experienced by learning the 


history, hearing about the residents' sense of belonging, and observing the urban form, 


which reflects the different phases of territorial occupation. 


 


 


 


    Map prepared by Barbara Campos. 


Due to time constraints related to the organisation of the ICOMOS AGA 2024, it was 


only possible to carry out the Study-Tour in the afternoon, having covered the itinerary 


corresponding to points 1 to 6 of the planned route, which allowed a more focused 


perception of the sense of belonging of the locals, more inked to values closely related 







to their professional practice and daily experience, intertwined with nature and a deep 


and simple religious feeling. 


The origins of the town, with the houses that line the hillsides, together with the 


remains of mining activity and the endogenous nature of the places, reflect a sense of 


belonging that is deeply rooted, where the tangible and the intangible merge into a 


shared feeling. 


The visit had a visible impact on the exchange of ideas that followed the presentation 


of the PPT during the workshop that took place hours later. 


Some pictures from the study tour: 


 


Study-tour in Ouro Preto  
Pictures by MJ Freitas 
 


 


 







 


 


 


 


As Barbara Campos says: 


The itinerary includes viewpoints and places where the residents of Ouro Preto truly live. 


The proposed tour commences at the meeting point, the UFOP Arts and Convention 


Centre (the event's venue). From there, we will proceed to the initial chapels (São 


Sebastião Chapel, São João Chapel, Santana Chapel, and Nossa Senhora da Piedade 


Chapel), where we will observe aspects of landscape preservation and symbolically 


replicate the movements of the gold miners and first settlers who inhabited the region. 


Subsequently, we will embark on a walking tour of the Vila Aparecida neighborhood, with 


a pause at the UFOP viewpoint. The tour will conclude with a discussion stop at the 


IFMG campus. 


The visit, which included members of our scientific group, members of ICOMOS 


France and members of ICOMOS Portugal, allowed us to see how the genesis of the 


mining town took place along the slopes where the gold mines were located, 







converging in a Historic Centre that has been included on the UNESCO List of World 


Heritage Sites since 1980. However, the inhabitants of the hills do not consider the 


historic center to be "their" heritage, but rather "the heritage of others" - by "others" 


they mean the colonisers of the past, the government and the tourists of today.  


The common heritage of these citizens will be the chapels in which they practise their 


religion, the hillsides from which the gold that gave the city its name was extracted, 


the streams of water, the stretches of wall and the conjugation that exists in harmony 


with nature. 


In this context, the words of Laurajane Smith, one of the speakers at the ICOMOS 


AGA 2024 conference, make sense, calling for a broader concept of heritage with 


which local people can identify themselves, “heritage is not just a passive process of 


conservation and management or tourist visits, but a process linked to the construction 


and negotiation of meanings linked to memories”. 







 


 


Pictures by MJF 







 








WG07- ISCSBH AGM 2024 


 


On 6 December we held our Annual General Meeting – AGM 2024 online. 


The meeting was chaired by Maria José de Freitas, President of the ISCSBH, and 


attended by members of the Scientific Group. 


 


The different topics were presented according to the previously distributed agenda, 


namely the activities carried out in 2024 and the proposals for 2025. 


 


Special attention was given to the participation of the Group members in the ICOMOS 


Annual General Assembly in Ouro Preto, Brazil, and the intention to accompany future 


ICOMOS General Assemblies with the presentation of works in progress, summaries of 


activities, proposals and texts for resolutions in the field of shared heritage. 


 


The theme for the next triennium was mentioned - ICOMOS Triennial Scientific Plan TSP 


2024-2027-Disaster and Conflict Resilient Heritage: Preparedness, Response, Recovery, 


and it was also communicated that the next Assemblies will be ICOMOS AGA 2025 in 


Lumbini, Nepal and ICOMOS GA 2026 in Sarawak, Malaysia. 


 


Regarding ICOMOS International, we were pleased to announce that our member Kerime 


Danis, from Australia, has been elected to the position of President of ICOMOS Advisory 


Committee. Congratulations to her and best wishes for the future. 


 


 















 
Images of the PPT by M J Freitas 








WG08- ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS  


 


1- ISCSBH November 2024 


OURO PRETO, BRASIL: ICOMOS AGA 2024 


 


Here you will find texts and publications by our colleagues who took part in this event and 


helped to deepen concepts and discuss ideas during the conference on the theme of the 


Venice Charter on the occasion of its 60th anniversary. 


 


1.1. Malayan New Villages: Re-Imagining the better way of life 


By Ai Tee Goh (former ISCSBH Vice President) 


 


 


 
 


 


MALAYAN NEW VILLAGES: RE-IMAGING THE BETTER WAY OF LIFE 
 


GOH, AI TEE1 
1 Chair, ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group, Malaysia, newvillageworkinggroup@gmail.com 


 Principal, A T GOH ARCHITECT, Malaysia, atgoharchitect@gmail.com 


 


 


ABSTRACT 


With the disaster  in the living environment resulting from Industrial revolution  in the 18th and 19th 
century,  the  sustainable  living  concept  aiming  to  create  a  self‐sufficient  and  aesthetically  pleasing 
community  was  first  introduced  by  Ebenezer Howard in  1898  in  the  publication  "Tomorrow:  A 
Peaceful Path  to Real Reform". With  the  concept  first  implemented  in  Letchworth Garden  Suburb 
(1903) and Welwyn Garden City (1920), near London. This Garden City schemes have influenced new 
settlements across the world,  from the Letchworth Garden Suburb  (1903) and Welwyn Garden City 
(1920), near London to new towns in America, post war UK, new settlements across Europe including 
MENA cities, Australia and in new town and new villages in Malaya.  


 
As Malaya under British  administrative,  the garden city  concept  first  introduced  in  the 1920s with 
schemes developed  in Selangor  then across various  states during  the  'Emergency'  in Malaya. Mass 
population of approximately 500,000 people  in  the rural area were  resettled  in  the newly planned 
villages with aim to better protect, monitor and control. The paper scrutinizes on these New Villages 
that were planned during  the Malayan's Emergency with  the aim  to provide safer and better  living 
environment  that  is  self‐sustained:  a  place  to  live,  work,  study,  farms  and  leisure. The  study 
examining planned villages across various States in 3 main stages: first understand the boundary and 
layout  planning  of  these  villages  under  different  states,  then  arrange  for  physical  visit  with 
occasionally non‐structure interview with the local, and followed by comparative analysis.     
 
The Malayan New Villages may be good exemplars of disaster and conflict resilient heritage. The built 
form  reflecting  the  socio‐cultural of  the  communities  at  the  time, with  socio‐events  reflecting  the 
communities’ beliefs. However, the built structure likely be adopting concept of continually upgrade 
that  follow  the  socio‐economic  development.  Therefore,  argument  within  this  study  on  what  to 
preserve,  tangible  or  intangible  heritage  especially  with  cases  of  total  rebuilding  of  villages  and 
restructured of the communities. The discourse and analysis on these models may provide insight on 
resilience  strategies  in  safeguarding  cultural  heritage  and  suggest  guidelines  beyond  the  Venice 
Charter.  


 


Keywords: Emergency and Disaster, Rebuilding, Garden City 
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1.2. Enriching the Venice Charter with a de-colonial reinterpretation 


By Romeo Carabelli ISCSBH Vice President  
 
Abstract: 
 
The Venice Charter is a crucial document for cultural heritage and a significant player in 


developing the heritage notion and management. In the last six decades heritage has 


become heritages; changing from a singular monumental vision to a wide bundle of 


elements composing the wide idea of the tangible cultural heritage, directly connected to 


the multiple heritage communities (Morisset). 


 


Nowadays heritage is a multifaceted issue closely intertwined with local lifestyles and 


economy. This paper proposes approaching the subject by exploring the spatial planning 


discipline because the territory is a living heritage (Magnaghi).  


 


Today’s situation is no longer “modern”, it should be interpreted as less dogmatic and 


prescriptive and more open to the whole global society answering to the legitimate 


requests coming from the de-colonial approach. The weak and postmodern way of 


thinking (Vattimo and Rovatti) allows us to introduce in the heritage issues a not 


determinant and normative ontology and lets us highlight a huge amount of patrimonies 


characterized by cultural statuses referring to different and multiple existing (and often 


coexisting) cultures. 


 


We approach this matter with a field action in France, where the research team looked at 


the heritage issues in association with the residents’ private and communitarian 


experience. Focusing on the inhabitants’ voices, we highlight the understanding of the 


self-representative narratives of heritage, existing as common goods (Ostrom, 2010) that 


participate in the undergoing territorial transformations.  


 


These new conditions, which the charter’s authors could not know, lead us to imagine the 


need for better integration of heritage issues into the instruments of territorial 


management and, at the same time, we should enhance the content of the Venice Charter 


with the social and human content aware of the multiple and complex worldwide human 


society. 
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1.3. Global Vision of the heritage site as a shared living heritage  


By Yvon Velot 


 


ICOMOS 
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Revisiting the Venice Charter: Critical Perspectives and Contemporary Challenges 
 


Contemporary Challenges in Heritage Discourse 
 


Yvon VELOT 
(ICOMOS France) 


 


Title: Global vision of the heritage site as a shared living heritage 
 
Abstract: 
 
Revisiting the Venice Charter could be understood as an invitation to cultural tourism to discover all the 
heritage sites that for 60 years have benefited from the guidelines of this charter for their protection, 
conservation and restoration. This group of sites belongs to the common heritage of humanity and 
constitutes a network of "historic monuments of generations of people that remain to the present day as 
living witnesses of their age-old traditions", a heritage "to hand on in the full richness of its authenticity". 
This transmission cannot take place without considering "the deep-seated interdependence between the 
intangible cultural heritage and the tangible cultural and natural heritage", mentioned in the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Similarly, while the 1972 World Heritage 
Convention distinguishes between cultural heritage and natural heritage, there is often a deep 
interdependence between cultural heritage and natural heritage, especially in front of multiple challenges 
such as natural disasters, climate change, urbanization, armed conflicts, not to mention mass tourism. Some 
of these causes have their origins in human activity and therefore fall under an individual and collective 
societal responsibility towards the cultural and natural heritage reflected in the 2005 Faro Convention. Finally, 
respect for the cultural and natural heritage also requires respect for its historical integrity, which implies not 
omitting or obscuring part of its history, nor seeking to rewrite its history for ideological, political or religious 
purposes. The revisited Venice Charter could consider these different factors in order to propose a global 
vision for each cultural or natural heritage site integrating the intangible heritage linked to it and assimilate 
it to a living heritage shared by all humanity which bears the responsibility for its protection. 
This notion of living heritage is to be understood here in a broader sense than that of quasi-synonymous with 
intangible heritage, i.e. all the factors that bring a cultural heritage to life, or even make it possible to revive. 
As an example, we can mention the case of the Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral for which the historical 
archives, the more recent digitization work in particular of the framework, and above all the know-how of 
the companies, most of which have been labeled "Living Heritage Companies" by the French authorities, 
have contributed not only to its identical restoration,  in accordance with the recommendations of the Venice 
Charter, but to give it a new life, so to speak, that allows it to be qualified as a living cultural heritage. 
 
Keywords: Venice Charter, tangible cultural heritage, intangible cultural heritage, interdependence, shared 
living heritage. 
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1.4. Some thoughts on the ICOMOS AGA 2024 conference       


 


Here are some thoughts from our member Ana Pereira on the Ouro Preto General 


Assembly. How it went and what lessons we can learn. 


 


REFLEXIONS ON ICOMOS AGA2024 Ouro Preto Brazil  


By Ana Pereira  


Ouro Preto, Brazil 2024 


 


The City 


The city is exceptional in terms of its location, the consolidation of its built artefacts and 


the experience of its population and environment.  


The churches on the hillsides stand out for their exuberance, peculiarity and importance, 


indicating the differentiation of hierarchies and the specificity of each place. The 


settlements are concentrated around the churches, with no prior or hierarchical plan for 


urban structuring.  


The morphological layout is sedimented along the hills and watercourses. The streets 


slope steeply along the watercourses and do not follow the contours. 







 
Museu da Inconfidência em Ouro Preto, Brasil, 2024. 


Picture by M J Freitas 
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Reception and Welcome 


Good reception, welcome and friendliness.  


The organisation was confusing from the first to the last day.  


We received the information we needed for the conferences very late and it was 


constantly changing.  


There was no control over the presentations, neither the number nor the organisation of 


the topics.  


There was an exaggerated number of presentations (at least 10 at the same time each 


day), without synopses, and therefore the choice was more or less random due to a lack 


of careful information. 


I regret that, since the conference was held in Brazil, there wasn't a closer look at the 


problem of preserving the existing heritage, the urban space, which is generally degraded 


and abandoned in that country. 


In the urban fabric, the combination with new construction is non-existent. 


 


Study tour  


The study tour was organised by Bárbara Helena Almeida, a lecturer at the University of 


Ouro Preto. Due to the many changes in the lecture timetable, the duration of the visit 


had to be reduced from 7 hours to 4 hours. However, it was possible to visit 2 of the 4 


chapels on the programme and two viewpoints. Both chapels are located on the top of 


two hills and offer spectacular views of the landscape and the city. The chapels are set in 


landscaped grounds away from the surrounding houses.  


The town stretches along the hills, with predominantly three-storey houses forming 


clusters, hill after hill. The churches, of which there are many, determine the centrality of 


each centre. 


 


The Conferences 


The conferences took place in three venues: the Municipal Theatre of Ouro Preto, a 


former opera house, the University and the UFOP Arts and Convention Centre. 


The revision of the Venice Charter. 


 







 
UFOP Arts and Convention Centre 


Picture by M J Freitas 


 


 


Lucky enough to see two very interesting presentations on the subject of Ouro Preto - 


how to approach the boundary between classified and unclassified space. And how to 


approach the rehabilitation of the suburbs.  


Based on the study of the site: historical, geological, archaeological, they found traces of 


the industrial past with the existence of mining walls to contain the earth.  


These artefacts are no longer just dilapidated and alienated walls, but become elements 


of conservation, tourism and awareness of a difficult past, but one that must not be 


forgotten. 


 


 


 


2- ISCSBH December 2024  


MOMBASA, KENYA: ICOMOS Africa24  


 


Conference Report 


Prepared by John Ward,  
Secretary-General ISCSBH 
 


To briefly report, during the last week of November, the ICOMOS Africa24 Conference 


was held in Mombasa, Kenya, at the Swahilipot Hub Foundation.  This is the first large 


ICOMOS meeting to be held in Africa since the Victoria Falls General Assembly in 2002, 







and the first to be held in the East Africa region which includes Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, 


Rwanda and Burundi. 


 


The five day meeting held between 25-29 November, 2024, was organised by members 


of six ICOMOS ISCs including CIAV (Vernacular heritage), ISCEAH (Earthern 


Architectural Heritage) ICTC (Cultural Heritage), ISCCL (Cultural Landscapes) ICICH 


(Intagible Cultural Heritage) ISCES (Energy and Sustainability) together with assistance 


of ICOMOS International in Paris and Working Groups related to Common Dignity Rights-


Based Approaches and Emerging Professionals. 


 


The venue was the Swahilipot Hub, a new “Swahili” arts and cultural centre centred on a 


rehabilitated former British colonial residence overlooking the sea on a hillside next to 


Fort Jesus, a large late-16thC fortress originally built by the Portuguese, and today a 


UNESCO World Heritage Site.   


 


 
Participants at the Swahilipot Hub 


Pictures by J Ward 


 







 


 


 
 


 


John Ward during his presentation at Swahilipot Hub conference.  
 


 


Visit to Maya Kijimenda Forest World Heritage Site 


Inference day visit to Maya Kijimenda Forest World Heritsge Site, including tree 


planting, walking in the forest and traditional dance performance 
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Dance performance. 


Picture by J Ward. 


 


The presentations and activities were held in a new roof-covered, semi-circular 


amphitheatre with open sides, built into the hillside, with views to the sea behind the stage, 


and to the walls of Fort Jesus to one side.  Various birds, small animals and monkeys 


could be seen in the vicinity of the amphitheatre. 


 


The five-day conference was attended by approximately 80-100 persons, mostly from 


many countries across East Africa and all regions of the continent, and included a good 


number of participants from Europe, and others from North America, SE Asia and Japan.  


The conference included four days of presentations on a variety of themes related to 


conservation of the diverse heritage from across Africa.  During some of the sessions, 


local artists provided various traditional and new Swahili dances, music and theatrical 


performances to the conferencees to demonstrate that for Africans, tangible and 


intangible heritage are integral and ought not to be treated as separate. Presentations 


were wide ranging, on conserving Africa’s tangible heritage, on addressing climate 


change, on Africa’s varied earthern, wood and masonry built heritage, on its colonial past, 


as well as on decolonisation issues related to heritage. Some presentations questioned 


existing approaches to conservation considered to be western-orientated, and felt that 


Africa;s understanding of heritage and conservation needed more consideration, 


particularly regarding integrating tangible and intangible heritage, and the question was 


raised of replacing the three existing UNESCO Conventions covering cultural, natural and 


intangible heritage with a single Convention at a future date. 


 







The conference symposium concluded with a splendid gala dinner at Fort Jesus complete 


with music, a sound and light show about the history of the fort, and concluded with 


fireworks.   


 


On the fifth and final day, participants were invited to Maya Kijimenda Forest World 


Heritage Site located in a hilly landscape a short distance outside of Mombasa.  All 


conferencees were invited to plant trees, to walk the forest, and to watch local people 


perform a series of different tribal dances to live traditional music.  Many locals joined the 


conference participants for a late lunch at the end of the day’s activities. 


 


For myself, the Africa24 Conference was an opportunity to learn more about SBH across 


Africa, and to visit sub-Sahara Africa for the first time.  Of particular importance was the 


opportunity to connect with many heritage conservation colleagues across Africa, to 


inform them about our Shared Built Heritage ISC and its conservation approach, and 


ultimately to encourage them to join our ISC.  Over Christmas, I will be following up with 


a number of participants I met at the conference and hopefully we will increase the 


number of our members from Africa. It is expected that this conference will be followed 


up by future Africa Conferences to be held in other regions. 


 
 
 
 








WG10- EMERGING PROFESSIONALS 


 


From our Emerging Professionals we received a Call for Participation in a series of 


webinars prepared by Ghofrane Bioud whom we thank and welcome for her initiative. 


Here's a record for your reflection 


 


Call for Participation in a Series of Webinars on Shared Built Heritage 


Prepared by Ghofrane Bioud 


 
Dear ISCSBH, 
 


I propose launching an international series of webinars to highlight the evolution of shared 


built heritage through different civilizations and historical periods across various countries. 


This series aims to offer a comparative and intercultural perspective on heritage over time 


by exploring the diverse historical influences on architecture and urban planning. 


I can start this series with a first webinar focusing on Algeria, tracing the history of its built 


heritage from the legacy of Roman civilization, Phoenician occupation, the Islamic era, 


Ottoman influence, to French colonization. This will provide a unique opportunity to 


discover how these various civilizations shaped the architectural identity of the country. 


I invite other members to actively participate in this initiative and propose webinars for 


other countries, where they could explore the historical and cultural influences that have 


shaped their built heritage. Each session could include: 


- A historical overview of the architectural heritage of your country. 


- The impact of successive civilizations on buildings and public spaces. 


- Contemporary challenges in preserving this heritage. 


Objectives of the series: 


- Explore the blending of civilizations through built heritage. 


- Foster connections between researchers, professionals, and citizens around 


global heritage. 


- Promote the conservation and valorization of shared heritage worldwide. 


Promotion and Communication: 


Once the program is defined, it is essential to promote this series to attract a wide 


audience and encourage engagement: 







Uploading Recordings: After each session, make the videos available on academic 


platforms and websites specialized in heritage conservation. 


Social Media Announcements: Regularly post updates on ICOMOS social media 


platforms, including our Facebook and Instagram pages, our website, and the 


committee's newsletters. 


  


Sincerely Ghofrane Bioud 


 


 





