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Dear colleagues and friends,

This second ISCSBH newsletter of 2025 follows on from the successful webinar that our
emerging professionals organised on 25 June. This important conference made us
realise how vulnerable and endangered heritage is.

Following an introduction to the modus operandi and motto of ICOMOS' biennial
programme, 'Resilience, Resistance and Response’, presented by ADCOM president Dr
Kerime Danis, we learned about the various situations affecting built heritage in different
societies, regardless of their geographical location.

The key takeaways are the importance of considering nature or the environment as an
active player in heritage management and of not neglecting it. In this regard, Mariana
Pereira presented a case study of the Pearl River Delta on the southeast coast of China,
where successive landfills have permanently disrupted environmental conditions.

Ghoufrane Bioud then spoke to us about Sétif in Algeria, proposing the recovery of built
heritage through adaptive reuse, as practised in countless situations.

Everywhere, attacks on heritage continue. In Brazil, the population of Ouro Preto in the state
of Minas Gerais is protesting against the Brazilian government's plans to drill into hills
where mining once took place. This would destroy caves and water mines — heritage assets
that are meaningful to the local people and that contribute to their sense of belonging. We
support the appeal made to us by Professor Barbara and her student, Vinicius Simedo.

On a more dramatic note, we heard about shared heritage in danger in areas of armed
conflict, such as Gaza, where people are risking their lives to preserve heritage with a
history spanning centuries. This is an exemplary effort, and we hear from two young
professionals Hammouda Aldohdar and Mahmod Balawi, who are working on the ground
everyday, risking their lifes. | would like to thank both and Professor Akram Lilja for
introducing us to this shocking reality.

| would also like to thank Mohamed Fareed, the ISCSBH representative for emerging
professionals, for his contribution to organising this online conference. | would also like to
thank the young professionals who participated — their contributions were excellent.
Thanks also to everyone who attended and whose questions took the debate further.

In light of the significance of the webinar held on 25 June 2025, this newsletter is devoted to
the presentations that were delivered during the conference and the questions that were
raised.

For some of us, this month marks the start of a break from work. May it also be a time for
reflection, and may our contributions to heritage protection be widely recognised.

The great ICOMOS Annual Meeting and Scientific Symposium, which will take place in

Lumbini, Nepal from 13-19 October 2025, will provide the ideal atmosphere for such
reflection, so let us continue.

| wish you all a good summer.

Yours sincerely,

Maria José de Freitas
President ICOMOS ISCSBH

In the meantime you can watch and review what was discussed in this remarkable
webinar again through the YouTube link: https://youtu.be/CvGowXCWd18

(Thanks Mohamed Fareed for the recording and Helder Faria for the new formatting).

WG 01 — ISCSBH CONCEPT- PRINCIPLES - PERSPECTIVES - DISSONANT
HERITAGE and
WG02 — HERITAGE AT RISK - PREPAREDNESS- RESPONSE- RECOVERY

* RESILIENT HERITAGE
Our first webinar of the year was on the topic of Resilient Heritage: Emerging
Professionals in Shared Built Heritage Conservation — and took place on 25 June at 1

p-m. Paris time.

Regarding the conference, which you can view at: https://youtu.be/CvGowXCWd18

We have prepared a Synthesis highlighting the main topics to which | would like to
draw your attention.

Youth Perspectives on Resilient Heritage: ICOMOS ISCSBSH Webinar Synthesis

Ana Pereira

Maria José Freitas
25 June 2025
Summary

This summary outlines the key discussions and contributions from a recent ICOMOS -
ISCSBH (International Scientific Committee on Shared built Heritage) webinar focused
on resilient heritage in the face of disasters, conflicts, and socio-environmental
challenges. The event convened a range of participants, including senior members,
emerging professionals, and student researchers, with the goal of promoting inclusive
dialogue and highlighting innovative approaches to heritage conservation. This
synthesis identifies the main speakers, their roles, and the central arguments of each
presentation, offering insight into contemporary issues surrounding shared built and
intangible heritage.

¢ Introduction and Opening Remarks - ISCSBH President and EP Representative

The webinar commenced with introductory remarks by Maria José Freitas - ISCSBH
President, who emphasized the importance of listening to emerging professionals and
young voices in the field of heritage preservation.

The event was structured and moderated by Mohamed Fareed, who is ISCSBH
Emerging Professional Representative.

* Keynote speaker Dr. Karime Danis - ADCOM President

Our first keynote speaker Dr. Kerime Danis plays a central organizational role. Her
opening presentation provided an extensive overview of the Advisory Committee’s
structure, goals, and the current scientific agenda, with particular emphasis on the
ICOMOS Scientific Plan 2024-2027, which focuses on disaster - and conflict -resilient
heritage.

* Keynote Presentation by Mariana Pereira

‘Delta as Co-sharer, Rethinking Shared Built Heritage in Reclaimed Estuarine
Landscapes’

Dr. Mariana Pereira, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of York, presented a
conceptual and empirical reflection on the notion of shared heritage, rooted in her
ongoing study of the Pearl River Delta in Southern China.

Source: PPT by the author.

Pereira’s presentation challenged anthropocentric interpretations of heritage by
introducing a hydro-ecological framework, wherein the delta is considered a co-
creator rather than merely a context for heritage. Drawing from ontologies of water and
the concept of 'blue heritage,’ she discussed how tides, wetlands, and traditional
ecological knowledge shape cultural memory and practice. Her study emphasized the
tension between rapid urbanization, delta rebranding (as the Greater Bay Area), and
the ecological degradation of historically and culturally significant aquatic landscapes.

* Emerging Professional Presentation - Dr. Ghofrane Bioud - Algeria
‘Towards a Sustainable Future for Shared Built Heritage in Sétif (Algeria)’:
Recognizing, Understanding, and Reusing the 19th and 20th Century Architecture’

Dr. Ghofrane Bioud from Algeria doctoral researcher in architectural and urban
heritage at the University of Biskra, Algerie.

Source: PPT by the author.

The research examined 19th and early 20th-century colonial architecture in the city of
Sétif, highlighting its aesthetic and historical value, while acknowledging the socio-
political complexities surrounding colonial legacies in post-independence contexts. A
mixed-methods approach was used, including architectural surveys, public perception
questionnaires, and policy analysis. The presentation concluded with proposals for
community-centred adaptive reuse strategies.

* Undergraduate Student Presentation- Vinicius Simedo - Brazil
‘Vanishing Landscapes: How Mining Endangers Cultural Heritage a refection on
memory, identity, and land disputes’

Dr. Ghofrane Bioud from Algeria doctoral researcher in architectural and urban
heritage at the University of Biskra, Algerie.

Source: PPT by the author.

Vinicius, an undergraduate student from the Federal Institute of Minas Gerais, Brazil,
discussed the destructive impact of mining activities on both tangible and intangible
heritage in the Serra de Ouro Preto region.

Source: PPT by the author.

The presentation focused on Botafogo, a community whose cultural landscape-
including sacred mountains, historic churches, and religious festivals - is deeply
entwined with local identity and memory. Vinicius emphasized the importance of
stronger legislation, grassroots mobilization, and academic-community cooperation
to preserve the region’s heritage.

* Heritage Experts Dr. Hamouda Aldohdar and Dr. Mahmoud Balawi - Gaza:
Gaza's Experience in Protecting Palestinian Cultural Heritage During War

Source: PPT by the author.

These two academics, who have extensive experience in architectural conservation
and urban preservation, gave a presentation on their work in Gaza. They focused on
mapping the situation and the emerging measures to be implemented.

The presentation began with an overview of the history of Gaza’s urban fabric, which is
influenced by Roman, Byzantine, Islamic and Ottoman elements.

Source: PPT by the author.

The team then discussed emergency responses, such as damage assessments and
conservation planning, and emphasised the importance of international cooperation
in preserving heritage under crisis conditions. The recommendations provide
guidance on good practice in heritage safeguarding.

Source: PPT by the author.

* CONCLUSIONS

This webinar furnished a substantial foundation for critical engagement with the
preservation of heritage in challenging contexts. The presentations highlighted the
evolution of definitions of shared heritage, transcending the confines of cultural
exchange to encompass ecological, political and ethical dimensions.

In more comprehensive methodologies, Nature is considered a co-sharer or
interlocutor in the process of safeguarding and protecting heritage. A notable
example of this is the HUL (Historic Urban Landscape) methodology.

The active involvement of emerging professionals highlighted the significance of
inclusive dialogue and intergenerational collaboration. The event concluded with a
series of recommendations, including calls to integrate local knowledge and develop
new frameworks for resilient conservation in the 21st century.

This theme, which is part of the ICOMOS Trienial Scientific Plan (TSP) for 2024-2027
focuses on ‘Disaster and Conflict Resilient Heritage: Preparedness, Response, and
Recovery’, reveals directions that should be explored in future online or face-to-face
meetings, particularly those to be held in Lumbini as part of the ICOMOS General
Assembly and its Scientific Council, as suggested by Maria José de Freitas
to Kerime Danis, who expressed interest in the same approach and framework.
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To read all the presenters’ bios and abstracts in full, click here
(Information on our website).

WG 03 - SBH Study tours - Webinars - Activities - ICOMOS International

* SBH Study Tour and other activities during the ICOMOS AGA, 2025

We are organising a visit to some iconic buildings in Kathmandu on 20 October after
the conference in Lumbini. It will be a study tour, as we usually do. We will send more
information soon. We would like to know who is interested in participating.

Regarding the conference itself, here is the information we found on the website.
Please register directly using the link below, if you wish to participate and let us know

how many people from our scientific group will be attending this year's main ICOMOS
international meeting.

Please follow the link: https://icomosaga2025.checkout.com.np/

Please find below further information that has been provided directly by ICOMOS
International and other ISCs inside ICOMOS network.

From other ISCs inside ICOMOS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd1Yh2XX0ZoVFbsf1Vah5TaGEwdM2n8loNhS4el0ZY1ZO3URQ/viewform

[isc] TheoPhilos — Issue 23 of Protection of Cultural Heritage just published

https://ph.pollub.pl/index.php/odk/issue/view/704

Conferences attended by ISCSBH Members

Conferences on Shared Built Heritage
20 Years of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions, Batalha 2025-07-11

On 11 July 2025, a roundtable discussion entitled '20 Years of the Convention on the
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions' was held at the
Monastery of Batalha, a masterpiece of flamboyant Gothic architecture. The
discussion was organised by the Director of the Monastery of Batalha, Dr Clara
Moura Soares, and was attended as keynote speakers two members of the ISCSBH:
Maria José de Freitas and Joaquim Rodrigues dos Santos. Dr Orlando de Sousa,
President of ICOMOS Portugal, also attended.

Construction of the Monastery of Batalha, a former Dominican monastery, began in
1386 to commemorate the victory of the Portuguese King D. Jodo | over the Castilians
at the Battle of Aljubarrota. Construction was completed around two centuries later.
With its flamboyant Gothic architecture, the Monastery of Batalha has been a
UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1983.

Topics discussed included the shared built heritage linked to the diversity of cultural
manifestations that can foster a sense of community belonging.

Source: Cortesy of Dra. Clara Moura Soares

Source: photos by Jose Luis Jorge

Source: photo by MJF

WG 04 - SBH Communication - Newsletter - Website

We are delighted to send you the second issue of our 2025 newsletter just before the
annual holiday period.

The content is very important, so please take the time to read it.
Our website will be updated to include the latest information.

All of our members are welcome to get involved!

WG 06 — SBH and Emerging Professionals

As mentioned at the beginning of this newsletter, the webinar held under the title
'Resilient Heritage: Emerging Professionals in Shared Built Heritage Conservation’
was a significant success.

Our young professionals should be congratulated for their positive contribution to
making the concept of shared built heritage more inclusive by integrating nature and
respecting pre-existing structures through dialogue. The adaptive reuse of
monuments and methodologies for safeguarding, reconstructing and revitalising
heritage in ruins were discussed.

We learned that sharing is also a way to help rebuild, and we are grateful for that!


https://worldheritageusa.org/webinars/
https://usicomos.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/usicomos/eventRegistration.jsp?event=129&
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1Yh2XXOZoVFbsf1Vah5TaGEwdM2n8loNhS4eI0ZY1ZO3URQ/viewform


Resilient Heritage: Emerging Professionals in Shared Built Heritage
Conservation

Speakers include:

= Maria Jose de Freitas (ISCSBH President)

= Kerime Danis (ICOMOS AdCom President)

= Mariana Pereira (University of York)

= Presenters from Algeria, Brazil, and Gaza on local case studies

Panel discussion + Q&A + closing remarks included

ISCSBH SESSION SCHEDULE
Start Time: 13:00 Paris time
13:00-13:15 | Part 1 — Welcome & Introduction
= Introduction to the Theme and Purpose

Maria Jose de Freitas, ISCSBH President
Maria José de Freitas is an architect with a PhD in Heritage from the University of
Coimbra and extensive international experience in heritage renovation projects across
Portugal, China, and Macao SAR. She received the ARCASIA Award in 2002 for the
musealisation of five heritage houses on Taipa Island, Macau, and previously led the
renovation of the D. Pedro V Theatre (1993) and the revitalisation of the Ruins of St.
Paul—both later inscribed on the UNESCO Macau Heritage List in 2005. From 2003
to 2005, she served as Coordinator of the Sintra World Heritage Centre, overseeing
the Management Plan for the Sintra Cultural Landscape (UNESCO). Since 2021, she
has been President of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Shared Built
Heritage (ISCSBH), and is an active member of several professional organizations,
including ICOMOS, the Asian Academy for Heritage Management, and the Macau

Architects Association.

= Words from the Organiser
Mohamed W. Fareed, EPs Representative
Mohamed W. Fareed is an architect and researcher with professional and academic
experience centered on reinterpreting built heritage in the Middle East. He is an active
member of various working groups and scientific committees in ICOMOS. He holds a
Master's degree in world heritage studies from Brandenburgische Technische





Universitat Cottbus-Senftenberg. He also has a postgraduate diploma in urban
heritage strategies from the Institute for Housing and Urban Development Studies at
Erasmus University Rotterdam in the Netherlands. He obtained his bachelor’s degree
in architecture from Helwan University in Egypt. His primary focus in both research and
professional practice revolves around the digital reinterpretation of architectural
heritage in the Middle East.

13:15-13:45 | Part 2 — Keynote Speakers
= Kerime Danis, ADCOM President
Title: ICOMOS AdCom in Summary: Activities, Triennial Scientific Plan
2024-2027, and 2025 Scientific Symposium: Perception of Heritage &
Resilience
Kerime Danis is a Turkish-Australian built heritage specialist with four decades of
experience in architecture and heritage conservation. She is the Director of City Plan
Heritage, a consultancy based in Sydney. Recently elected as the President of the
ICOMOS International Advisory Committee, Kerime has held numerous leadership and
expert roles within ICOMOS, including President of Australia ICOMOS
(2016),Secretary General of ICIP (2018-2024) and President of ICIP (2024-present),
and expert member of multiple international scientific committees such as ISCSBH,
ISCES+CC and ISCCL. Her long-standing involvement reflects her deep commitment
to sustainability, policy, and the protection of cultural heritage on both national and

international levels.

Abstract:

Kerime will provide an overall description of AdCom program and involvement of
Assisting Volunteers including Emerging professionals in AdCom activities, the actions
of the Triennial Scientific Plan 2024-2027 Taskforce as well as how Emerging
Professionals could contribute to these actions including the preparation of the
ICOMOS Charter for Emergency Response: Protection of Cultural Heritage in
Disasters & Conflicts. The presentation will also provide information on the themes of
the ICOMOS 2025 Scientific Symposium to be held between 15 and 18 October in
Lumbini, Nepal.





= Mariana Pereira

Title: The Delta as co-sharer: Rethinking Shared Built Heritage in

Reclaimed Estuarine Landscapes

Mariana Pinto Leitdo Pereirais a Postdoctoral Research Associate at the
Heritage for Global Challenges Research Centre, University of York (United Kingdom).
She was based for her PhD at the Cambridge Heritage Research Centre, University of
Cambridge, where she explored how diasporas transiting from colonial-to-postcolonial
contexts use cultural heritage to construct and navigate identity. Her publications
include co-editing Sustaining Support for Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022),
Rethinking the Archaeology-Heritage Divide (2022) and authoring the chapter The
Macanese Encontros: Remembrance in Diaspora “Homecomings” (2019). Mariana is
a board member of ICOMOS (2023-2026), a board member of ICOMOS Portugal and
a member of ISCSBH, SDGWG and ICICH. She also served as of of the Focal Points
for the Emerging Professionals Working Group (EPWG) from 2024 to 2025 Her current

research focuses on sea-to-land mobilities and water heritage in delta geographies.

Abstract:

What does it mean to “share” heritage in landscapes shaped as much by water as by
human hands? And what happens when these ecologies are reengineered, polluted,
or disappear? This presentation explores the Pearl River Delta on China’s southeast
coast as a co-sharer of heritage, an active ecological agent in the making, sustaining,
and transformation of built and intangible cultural landscapes. Moving beyond
anthropocentric notions of shared heritage as the product of intercultural encounters, |
explore what becomes of heritage that emerged in relation to a shared, fluid delta
landscape, when that delta is fixed into a reengineered bayscape.

Drawing on historical geography and heritage theory, this work foregrounds the case
of Macao’s waterborne communities and examines how ‘deltaic’ heritage is not merely
shaped in the delta, but with it. My presentation proposes that the built heritage and
ritual life of Macao’s waterborne communities hold memory of a deltaic geography that
has since been radically altered through land reclamation, infrastructure development,

ecological degradation, and urbanisation. Yet the biophysical afterlife of the delta,





namely its eroded tidal zones, sediment flows, and spectral habitats, continues to
shape cultural memory and built form, even when no longer visible. In this context,
shared heritage emerges not solely from human-to-human encounter, but from
interdependent entanglements between people and place. The case reveals the
fragility of heritage when the living environments that sustain it shift.

Ultimately, this presentation argues for an expanded, more-than-human understanding
of shared built heritage, one that includes semi-aquatic geographies as co-creators of
heritage. Recognizing deltas as co-sharers invites heritage frameworks that move with
water, rather than seeking to fix it. For young professionals facing multiple climatic and
economic crises, this case also opens urgent reflections on precarity and responsibility:
how do we inherit, honour, and protect heritage when the environments that sustain it
are vanishing?

Keywords: shared-heritage; heritage-theory; deltaic-heritage; cultural memory

13:45-14:45 | Part 3 — EPs Session
= Ghofrane Bioud
Title: Toward a Sustainable Future for Shared Built Heritage in Sétif
(Algeria): Recognizing, Understanding, and Reusing the 19th and Early
20th Century Architecture
Ghofrane Bioud is a doctoral researcher in architectural and urban heritage at the
University of Biskra, Algeria. Her work focuses on colonial-era architecture, heritage
preservation, and adaptive reuse. She is actively involved in ICOMOS-ISCSBH and

contributes to both academic research and university-level teaching.

Abstract:

This proposal focuses on the built heritage of the 19th and early 20th centuries in the
historic center of Sétif, Algeria, shaped by both indigenous and colonial influences.
This architectural heritage, although highly valuable, remains poorly recognized and is
increasingly threatened by unregulated urban development, modern construction, and
social ambivalence due to its colonial past. Based on fieldwork and a survey conducted
among the local population, this research highlights the importance of understanding
public perceptions of this heritage and the urgent need to document and analyze its
architectural characteristics. The study also identifies opportunities for adaptive reuse,

particularly for cultural, educational, and tourism purposes, which can contribute to





both the revitalization of the urban fabric and the preservation of collective memory. By
placing knowledge and recognition at the center of a sustainable conservation
approach, this proposal contributes to the reflection on the resilience of shared built
heritage in a postcolonial context. It aligns with the 'Sustainable Conservation &
Adaptive Reuse' theme, emphasizing the proactive role emerging professionals can

play in heritage safeguarding and strategic reuse.

Keywords: Shared heritage, postcolonial context, sustainable conservation, adaptive

reuse, community perception, Algeria, Sétif.

= Vinicius Simedo
Title: Vanishing Landscapes: How Mining Endangers Cultural Heritage
Vinicius Simedo is an undergraduate student in Conservation and Restoration of Built
Heritage at the Federal Institute of Minas Gerais, Brazil. He has hands-on experience
in museum education, cultural tour guiding, and research on historical landscapes, with
active participation in ICOMOS-ISCSBH initiatives.

Abstract:

The mountains of Minas Gerais (Brazil) constitute more than a geographical formation;
they are symbolic and material pillars of the identity of the people of this state. Since
the dawn of colonization in the region and the consolidation of this territory, the Minas
Gerais landscape has shaped experiences, beliefs, and social practices, serving as a
foundation for both tangible (churches, villages, pathways) and intangible heritage
(affective memories, celebrations, religious traditions, ways of life). This geography has
been essential in shaping the cultural and religious identities of the state, establishing
profound relationships of belonging. However, the intensification of mining, historically
the primary form of local exploitation, has caused ruptures in these relationships. Today,
the predatory exploitation of the territory by the mining industry compromises not only
the environment but also erases histories, displaces communities, and disrupts identity
ties. An emblematic case is that of Serra do Botafogo, in Ouro Preto — a UNESCO
World Heritage Site —, in Minas Gerais, which faces direct threats to its cultural and
natural heritage due to a mining project that jeopardizes its territorial and symbolic
continuity. This process clearly illustrates how mining can contribute to the erasure of
historical and socio-ecological ties, putting at imminent risk cultural practices and ways

of existence that are intertwined with the local landscape itself.





Keywords: Cultural heritage; cultural landscape; identity; predatory mining; Ouro

Preto.

= Mahmoud A. Balawi & Hamouda Aldohdar
Title: Gaza's Experience in Protecting Palestinian Cultural Heritage

During War
Dr. Mahmoud A. Balawi is a PhD researcher in conservation legislation and a faculty
member at the Islamic University of Gaza. With over two decades of experience, he
has authored more than 15 papers and played a key role in shaping Palestinian
heritage policy and emergency preservation efforts.
Dr. Hamouda Aldohdar is an architectural conservation specialist with a PhD from
Kharkov National University. Based in Gaza, he teaches at the University College of
Applied Sciences and is involved in numerous restoration and heritage documentation

projects in conflict-affected areas.

Abstract:

Since October 2023, all cities in Gaza Strip have been subjected to massive
destruction due to the genocidal war in course. This war involved aerial bombardment
and ground invasions with tanks, leading to widespread devastation of all aspects of

life.

Historic buildings, archaeological sites and cultural properties, which are
representative of shared heritage from centuries ago, have not been spared from this
destruction. Most of them have been damaged to varying degrees, and hardly a single

structure or site has escaped direct or indirect damage.
This paper will address the following key points:

v' Abrief introduction to the architectural and archaeological heritage in Gaza Strip.

v" Documentation of architectural heritage as a proactive step for protection and
preservation.

v' Initial damage assessment efforts during the war, led by the two authors.

v" Emergency rescue efforts for buildings that sustained severe partial damage,
aiming to stabilize structurally compromised elements, led by the two authors.

v’ Efforts to recover, classify, and sort collapsed archaeological stones to prevent

their loss or disappearance, led by the two authors.





The paper concludes with recommendations based on a balanced approach to ensure
the preservation of architectural heritage in a way that promotes urban and community

sustainability — a model of "sustainable architectural preservation."

Keywords: Protection of cultural heritage; conflict zones; initial damage assessment;

emergency support; sustainable conservation.

The authors of the papers and presentations included in this webinar are solely
responsible for the selection and presentation of the information contained therein, as
well as for the views and opinions expressed. These opinions do not necessarily reflect
those of ICOMOS or its International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage
and do not represent the organization as a whole, nor do they commit it in any way.
ICOMOS has not verified the accuracy of the content presented. The designations
used and the presentation of material do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of ICOMQOS concerning the legal status of any country, territory,
city, or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.





