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Brief Introduction of ICOMOS Wuhan Research Center on Shared Built 

Heritage (ICOMOS-WRCSBH)  

 
Under the auspices of ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Shared Built Heritage 
(ICOMOS ISC-SBH) 
 
 
 
Founded on Nov 16th 2013, the ICOMOS Wuhan Research Center on Shared Built Heritage 
(ICOMOS-WRCSBH), is an NPO with both academic and professional features consisting of 
volunteering experts and scholars as well as relevant designing organizations, research 
and consulting institutes, colleges and trade associations devoting themselves into the 
research, documentation, education, awareness promotion and practical conservation of 
cultural heritage, especially shared built heritage in the city of Wuhan as well as in the 
whole Asia-Pacific region. Along with the annual ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum, 
ICOMOS-WRCSBH promotes the public awareness of shared built heritage as well as 
“shared heritage” in a broad sense through organizing a diversified batch of activities all 
year around, including Crossover on Foot, Crossover Salon, Crossover Rostrum as well as 
the publications of Crossover Series. Getting involved in the city’s application for the titles 
of “World Heritage” and “World Creative City”, WRCSBH also plays an active role in the 
city’s development along the track towards a sustainable future with participation of 
cultural heritage. Collaborating with a bunch of universities, WRCSBH is a local hub for 
heritage education and currently engaged in the establishment of the UNESCO Chair on 
industrial heritage/cross-cultural heritage, the first UNESCO Chair in Wuhan. ICOMOS 
WRCSBH also supervises a series of heritage conservation and renovation projects some 
of which are becoming the models of the trade. Supervised by the Municipal 
Administration of Culture and supported by ICOMOS ISC-SBH, ICOMOS-WRCSBH has its 
executive office at CITIC General Institute of Architectural Design & Research Co., Ltd as 
well as a working station at the School of Architecture & Urban Planning, Huazhong 
University of Science and Technology.  
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Crossover Forum 
 

The 4th ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum (2015) 
 

From 31 October to 4 November 2015, ICOMOS-WRCSBH organized the 4th 
ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum on “Creative Cities & Cultural Heritage” in 
cooperation with the Wuhan Municipal Government, Hubei Provincial Administration 
of Cultural Heritage and Wuhan University. 15 experts from ICOMOS ISC-SBH and 
other ISCs as well as keynote speakers from relevant local and national sectors 
delivered inspiring speeches on the relationship between heritage conservation and 
creative development of cities. Different cases and practice from such countries as 
Germany, U.K and Australia as well as Chinese cities as Ningbo, Macao and Wuhan 
were presented while the concepts of IBA and HUL were introduced and discussed as 
inspirational approaches to blueprint sustainable development of cities with 
indispensible consideration of cultural heritage. Apart from the keynote speech 
session, the ICOMOS experts also contributed to the “World Heritage Experts 
Workshop” giving lectures to college students and faculty members. Add to the 
repertoire in the 3rd Crossover Forum in 2014, the Crossover Dialogue of this year was 
held between Prof. Feng Tianyu and Dr. Pierre Laconte talking about the encounter of 
the West and the East.  
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Feature Event - Crossover Dialogue 2015:  
 
Prof. Feng Tianyu Vs Dr. Pierre Laconte: When the East meets the West 

 

 
 
 

 

  ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum 2012-2014 

 
From 2012 on, the ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum has already successfully 
organized four annual sessions all of which got satisfactory outputs including effective 
knowledge transfer and exchange, fruitful negotiation on future collaboration as well 
as issuing of important documents, proposals and declarations. 

 

 The 3rd ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum (2014) 
 

Time:  Oct.11-13, 2014 

Theme:  Universities & Cities:  

Host:  Central China Normal University 
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Feature Event - Crossover Dialogue 2014:  
 
One in his 80s Vs One in his 90s: A Millennium Dialogue on National Architecture 
 
between Prof. Ruan Yisan and Prof. Zhang Lianggao 
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 The 2nd ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum 
 

Time:  Nov.16, 2013 

Theme:  Engineering, Culture, Landscape 

Host:  Huazhong University of Science & Technology 
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 The 1st ICOMOS-Wuhan Crossover Forum 
 

Time:  Oct. 25, 2012  

Theme: Cross-cultural Heritage Conservation & Development 

Host:  Huazhong University of Science & Technology (HUST) 
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Feature Event I: 

Visit to Wuhan No.6 Middle School 

 (Former German-Chinese Mission School founded in 1903) 

 

Feature Event II: 

Visit to Wuhan Art Museum 

 (Former Hankow Branch of KinCheng Bank constructed in 1930) 
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Crossover Study Tour 
   

Study tours on cultural heritage have been carried out both in Chinese heritage cities 
and abroad from 2014. These study tours contributed to the development of 
ICOMOS-WRCSBH in the aspects of knowledge acquisition, vision broadening, 
capacity building as well as network construction. Comprehensive Intellectual 
exchanges with professionals in other cities and countries promoted the 
internationalization of WRCSBH. 

 
 Wuhan 2016 

 
From 2015, regular excursions in Wuhan city have been deepening the WRCSBH’s 
understanding of the status quo of local heritage. Experts from other cities and 
countries also participated in such tours offering inputs from different perspectives.  
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 Tianjin 2016 

 
From April 28 to 30, the team of ICOMOS-WRCSBH carried out a study tour in Tianjin 
(spelt formerly as Tientsin), an important Chinese city with an abundance of shared 
built heritage in its former concession areas. The study tour covered such famous 
heritage sites in Tianjin as Astor House Hotel, International Bridge, Piazza Regina 
Elena (Marco Polo Square) and those celebrity residences in Wudadao villa area as 
well as the newly-developed Italian Village integrating heritage blocks and new 
functions. The ICOMOS-WRCSBH team also paid a visit to the International Research 
Center of Chinese Heritage Conservation chaired by Professor Xu Subin.  
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 Shanghai 2016 

 
From March 16 to 19, the team of ICOMOS-WRCSBH carried out the Shanghai 
Study Tour on Shared Built Heritage and Industrial Heritage, accumulating 
knowledge of conservation practice, inventory, documentation, plaque design as 
well as adaptive reuse. Site visits including the Bund, Wukang Road (Route 
Ferguson), the Community Church, L’Observatoir de Zi-KAWEI, M50 Creative Park, 
Slaughter House of Municipal Council, etc. 
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 Japan 2015 

 
From 15 to 26 October 2015, five staff members of the ICOMOS-WRCSBH participated 
in the SBH – Study Tour of Shared Built Heritage in Japan highlighting the architecture 
of the Meiji, Taisho and Showa Periods. The knowledge accumulated during as well as 
before and after this tour by the Wuhan participants is supposed to be crystalized into 
to the publication of a booklet focused on shared built heritage in Japan.  
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 Malaysia 2014 
 

From 13 to 25 April 2014, together with delegates from Germany, Australia, 
Canada, Japan and Poland, ICOMOS-WRCSBH participated in the Study 
Tour/Symposium/Round Table Meetings in George Town and Melaka in Malaysia 
concentrating on the treatment and conservation of Shared Built Heritage in Asia, 
Australia and Pacific region.  
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Think Tank of Municipal Development 
 

Promotion of Wuhan as a ‘City of Design’  

 

 
 
Playing an important role in the city’s development into and application for the 
title of City of Design in the UNESCO network of Creative Cities 

 

 

 A Basic research on UNESCO 
program of ‘Creative Cities’ 
net work 

 A Study on the role of 
heritage in the sustainable 
development of Wuhan as a 
creative city 

 Organizing of international 
consulting committee 

 Organizing of international 
symposium and relevant 
events  

 International liason with 
creative cities 

 Publications 
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Heritage Promotion 
 

  
 
 

Contributing actively to the Application of the Tea Road as World Heritage  
 
 Research 
 
An Approach Study of the Application of the Tea Road as World Heritage 
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 Symposium Organization 

 
 

A special panel dedicated to the issue of application of the Tea Road as World 
Heritage was integrated into the 2015 Crossover Forum. 

 

    
  Prof. Guo Yuemei        Vice Mayor Liu Yingzi 
 

 Consultation of International Experts 
 
International consultations were carried out in study tours and international 
conferences.  
 

     
In Geoge Town, Malaysia 2014     In Florence, Italy 2014 

 
 Introduction of International Concepts 

 
IBA and HUL Concepts were introduced for the sustainable development along 
the ancient Tea Road 
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Crossover Salon 
 
A series of minor local gatherings have been carried out for discussions on heritage issues 
by participants from all walks of life.  
 

Crossover Salon V 
 
Time:   Apr.22-24, 2016  
Venue:   WRCSBH Office, Citic Building 607 
Theme:   Network building & Methodology of Heritage Conservation & Education 
Guest Speaker: Prof. Thomas Coosman (Scholar) 
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Crossover Salon IV 
 
Time:   Apr.14, 2016  
Venue:   WRCSBH Office, Citic Building 607 
Theme:   Religious Tract Society: Religious Heritage of Wuhan 
Guest Speaker: Mr. Liu Qianding (Conservation Activist) 
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Crossover Salon III 
 
Time:   Nov.2, 2015  
Venue:   Pu Garden, Hubei Academy of Arts 
Theme:   The Renovation & Reuse of James Jackson Gymnasium 
Attendees:  Architects, Conservation activists, Government, International Experts 
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Crossover Salon II 
 
Time:   Apr.6, 2015  
Venue:   The Wuhan Magazine  
Theme:   James Jackson Gymnasium in Design: Old Bottle Vs. New Wine 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Hajime Obata (architect) 
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Crossover Salon I 
 
Time:   Nov.27, 2014  
Venue:   The Wuhan Magazine 
Theme:   Wuhan as a Heritage City: Modern Transformation & Its Historic Value  
Guest Speaker: Prof. Feng Tianyu 
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Conservation Practice 
 
Statutory Plans for the Conservation of Outstanding Historical Buildings of Wuhan City 
 

 
 
In 2015, ICOMOS-WRCSBH carried out the compilation of the 20 Statutory Plans (partially 
bilingual) for the Conservation of Outstanding Historical Buildings of Wuhan City most of 
which are located in the former Hankow Concessions and belong to category of shared 
built heritage. 
 
These 20 buildings are: 
 
 BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE Co. (HANKOW) BUILDING 
 No.333 SHENGLI STREET 
 XU YUANQUAN’S VILLA 
 XIA DOUYIN’S VILLA 
 XIAO YAONAN’S MANSION 
 TU KUNSHAN & FU SHAOTING MANSION 
 OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE FORMER BRITISH CONSULATE 
 No.144 YANJIANG AVENUE 
 THE FORMER OFFICE OF HANKOW JAPANESE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
 No.163 YANJIANG AVENUE 
 LIVINOFF’S MANSION 
 THE PANOFFS’ MANSION 
 CATHOLIC LUTHERAN SOCIETY BUILDING 
 OFFICE BUILDING OF SANBEI SHIPPING COMPANY 
 No.891-903 ZHONGSHAN AVENUE 
 RESIDENCE OF JARDINE MATHESON & Co., Ltd. 
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 TEA TRADING BUILDING OF LIVINOFF & Co., S.N. 
 No.889 ZHONGSHAN AVENUE 
 THE GAO’S HOSPITAL 
 No.8 CHEZHAN ROAD 
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 James Jackson Gymnasium Conservation & Repair Project 
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 Façade Repair Project of Historic Buildings along Zhongshan Avenue 
  (Jianghan Road to Yiyuan Road) 
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 Resource Survey & Conservation Planning of Outstanding Historic Buildings 

after the Founding of PRC (1949-1978) in Jiang’an District, Wuhan 
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Crossover Rostrum  
 

Lecture Series 2016 

 

 
 
 

Apr. 20 From a Mid-ancient 
Strategic Town to a Modern City 
Apr.22 Heritagization: a Complex 

Evolving Process 
Apr.20-24 Workshop on 

Conservation & Revival of a Historic 
City 

May Wuhan & Han River in Cultural 
Perspective 

Jun. Transformations of Tanhualin 
 Jul. Art Vs. Technology & Hobby 

Vs. Mission: Heritage Photography 
Aug. Concept & Practice of 

“Intangible Heritage” 
Sep. Cities & Architecture of the 

Chu Kingdom 
Oct. Conservation & Development 

of Historic Cities 
Oct.17-22 Workshop of Time & 
Space: Ever-changing Cities & 

Heritage 
Crossover Dialogue: Women & 

Heritage 
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Session I 
Apr. 20, 2016 
Prof. Feng Tianyu on From a Mid-ancient Strategic Town to a Modern City 
 

 

 
Session II 
Apr. 22, 2016 
Prof. Thomas Coomans on “Heritagization”: a Complex Evolving Process 
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Lecture Series 2015 
 
Conservation Theories of Historic Heritage  
Time: May 5 – June 12, 2015 
Venue: Auditorium, School of Urban Design, Wuhan University 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Lecture I  On “Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China” 
Lecture II Representatives & Analyses of Outstanding Historic Buildings in Wuhan 
Lecture III Conservation & Development of Urban Heritage 
Lecture IV Evidence Collection & Heritage Conservation 
Lecture V Brief Introduction to Heritage Conservation in Hubei  
Lecture VI  Museums in America 
Lecture VII Built Heritage Conservation in Hubei 
Lecture VIII Conservation Approaches to Heritage Conservation 
Lecture IX Heritage Photography & Painting 
Lecture X World Heritage & Intangible Cultural Heritage: Development of Concepts 
Lecture XI Architecture & Cities in Ancient Chu Kingdom 
Lecture XII A Research on Built Heritage on Wudang Mountain & in Jinzhou Town  
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Publications of Crossover Series 
 

 

Cultural Routes in China 
Oriental Publishing Center of China Publishing Group 
2015, Shanghai 
 

 

Chinese Architecture 
Linking Books Publishing House 
2015, Taiwan 
 

 

Survey, Mapping & Research of Historic Ensemble 
2015, Southeast university Press 

 

Engineering, Culture, Landscape: the Collection of 
Crossover Forum 
Southeast university Press 
2014, Nanjing 
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A Concise Guide to Chinese Architecture 
Zhonghua Book Company 
2012, Beijing 
 

 

Cultural Routes: Between the Tangible & the 
Intangible 
Southeast university Press 
2011, Nanjing 
 

 

Kanyu (Feng-shui): Forgotten Intangible heritage in 
China 
Southeast university Press 
2011, Nanjing 
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Report on Projects Carried out by HUST Work Station of ICOMOS-WRCSBH 

 

Project I 

 
Ningbo Historical District (Haishu Area) Demonstration and Utilization Planning 
Jul. 2015 
Led by Professor Yi He 
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Project II 

 
Ningbo Historical and Cultural Villages Conservation and Utilization Model Research 
Nov. 2015 
Led by Professor Yi He 
 

 
 

 


