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Cultural Heritage.

Palestine is a cradle of civilization, home to a rich cultural heritage shaped by millennia
of human history. For Palestinians, this heritage is not merely historical it is a
cornerstone of identity and collective memory. However, the relentless Israeli occupation
and repeated cycles of violence have placed these irreplaceable cultural assets at
serious risk. While global attention has focused on preserving heritage in the West Bank

especially following the devastating war that began on October 7, 2023. (Lilja, 2025)



Heritage

Introduction

Palestine is a cradle of civilization, home to a rich cultural heritage shaped by millennia of
human history. For Palestinians, this heritage is not merely historical it is a cornerstone of
identity and collective memory. However, the relentless Israeli occupation and repeated cycles
of violence have placed these irreplaceable cultural assets at serious risk. While global

devastating war that began on October 7, 2023.

Amidst this humanitarian and cultural crisis, the Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation

damage assessments, emergency response projects, capacity-building, and international

Acting Despite Conflict Preserving Heritage Under Fire

environment, including cultural heritage. Hospitals, universities, shelters, and religious sites
museums, historic mosques, archaeological

sites suffered deliberate and collateral damage, endangering centuries of human history.

Despite these conditions, CCHP remained operational. One of its most significant efforts was
the development of a management plan for the Saint Hilarion Monastery a critical step

the team was
fragmented between Gaza, the West Bank, and Europe and faced immense communication

commitment to heritage preservation, even in wartime.

Evidence and Urgency Assessing Damage in Real Time

Recognizing the prolonged nature of the conflict, CCHP launched an emergency project in

nd.

The findings were sobering:

316 heritage sites were identified in Gaza.
152 (48%) sustained direct damage.



74 (23%) could not be accessed due to security risks.
Only 90 (29%) remained confirmed as undamaged.

These assessments, carried out under constant threat, also served a dual purpose: immediate
preservation and documentation for future accountability and restoration.

National Coordination Local Leadership in Crisis

To respond more effectively, CCHP led the formation of the National Committee for Damage

professionals, including 13 based inside Gaza. Despite ongoing bombardments, the
committee has met regularly every two to three weeks to coordinate emergency response,
propose protective measures, and develop long-term recovery plans.

This effort highlights a core principle: empowering local experts to lead heritage rescue
missions, even when international access is limited.

Building Capacity Training Amid Destruction

Realizing the urgent need for trained professionals on the ground, CCHP organized several
workshops and training courses during the conflict. These ranged from basic damage
assessment techniques to handling unexploded ordnance, delivered in partnership with
institutions such as Oxford University, ALIPH, UNMAS, and the British Council.

Key trainings included:



Damage Assessment and Documentation (May 2024)
Architectural Heritage Assessment (May 18 22, 2024)
Handling Unexploded Ordnance (May 29, 2024)
Emergency Building Conservation (February 1 8, 2025)
On-site Structural Stabilization (Cairo, February 21 26, 2025)

Each of these capacity-building efforts contributed to a growing corps of local experts capable
of responding to the cultural emergency.

Immediate Intervention Protect First, Restore Later

Despite ongoing war conditions, CCHP moved quickly to begin emergency stabilization at key
heritage sites, leveraging international funding and remote coordination with teams on the
ground. More than ten sites have received first-aid interventions.

Examples include:

Khan of Amir Younis Al-Nayrouzi Castle: Over 100 tons of rubble cleared; structure
reinforced.
Qaysariyyeh Bazaar, Gaza City: 240 tons of rubble removed; roofing and cracks
repaired.
Al-Omari Mosque: Rubble sorted; arches reinforced; further work funded by ALIPH.
Qasr al-Pasha: Bombed 13th-century palace stabilized with stone collection for future
restoration.
Ibn Marwan Mosque and Others: Projects approved or underway, targeting debris
management and consolidation.

These projects not only preserve heritage but also provide vital income and psychological
stability to local communities amidst war.

Advocacy and Inclusion Making Heritage a Global Concern

CCHP engaged global institutions such as ALIPH, CER, UNESCO, CPF, the British Council,

heritage crisis. It hosted workshops and dialogues to build awareness and shape policy:

A virtual workshop in January 2024 launched a team focused on protection and
reconstruction.
An archaeological documentation session in August 2024 included 50 participants
from Gaza.
A national workshop in November 2025, under the patronage of the Palestinian
Minister of Tourism, addressed long-term strategies for reconstruction and
preservation.



Human Stories: Risk, Loss, and Devotion

Behind these efforts are personal stories of courage and sacrifice. Mahmed Al Fara of CCHP

Hamoudeh Al-Duhdar, a heritage expert, led emergency work at Al-Qissariya Bazaar after his
daughter and six relatives were killed in a missile strike. Despite unimaginable personal loss,
he continues to lead restoration efforts at Pasha Palace. Similarly, Hazem Foura, injured in a
bombing while he was in his way to the work at Qaysariyyeh Bazaar, exemplifies the extreme
personal risk faced by heritage workers in Gaza.





The work of the Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation in Gaza underscores a fundamental
truth: cultural heritage is not a luxury reserved for times of peace it is a lifeline to identity and
resilience in the darkest of times.

urgently, empower locals, document rigorously, and advocate globally.

it is a
mission carried out with courage, sacrifice, and unwavering commitment.


